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On April 18, 2015, 25th and 50th Matriculation Anniversary Hosted by President was held.
At the celebration, a mother and daughter, both graduates of ICU as it happens, were in attendance.

Parent and child graduating from ICU: Behind this is the appeal of ICU, which was passed down a generation.

This issue delivers the talk among President Junko Hibiya, Ms. Sachiko Oki (13 ID69), and Ms. Asako Aoyama (38 ID94).

Mother always passionately
talked about her memories of
ICU

Hibiya: Until now, those marking the 50th
anniversary of their enrollment had been
invited to a celebration on the same day
as the Founder’s Day Chapel Hour in June.
However, starting this year, a new day was set
aside and those marking the 25th anniversary
were also invited. At the celebration, | met
the two of you, who had graduated ICU as
parent and child, and | thought that it would
be wonderful to hear of your passion for ICU,
which has been passed down from parent to
child. I am looking forward to your stories.
To begin, please let me hear your reasons for
enrolling in ICU.

Oki: In my case, the reason was the
recommendation of an older student. That
student was Mariko Nagai, who was already
studying at ICU at that time and is currently
working as a leading conference interpreter.
She strongly recommended ICU, saying “If
you want learning that is different from what
you experienced in high school, then come
to ICU.” During high school, | was interested
in English and participated in English speech
contests, for example, but without Ms. Nagai’s
words, | believe | would not have enrolled.
After | enrolled, everything was beyond
imagination, and | was continuously surprised.
In contrast to learning up to and including high
school, which emphasized memorization, we
were asked to have our own views based on
learning, to make judgments, and to provide
new ideas. | believe this is what constitutes
learning at ICU. Such education was a first
for me, and | struggled. Holing up in the
library, | read assigned books and prepared
for Freshman English Program (FEP) quizzes
administered every Friday.

Aoyama: In my case, | believe one of the
reasons was my mother telling me about the
fabulousness of ICU while | was growing up. |
studied abroad in the United States for a year
during high school, and when | was thinking
that | wanted to work at the United Nations in
the future, my mother strongly recommended
ICU, saying “Since ICU has many alumnae
and alumni who work at the United Nations,
you should go to ICU.” Also, years after
graduation, my mother continues to have
very close and wonderful relationships with
friends from her college years, so | thought
that student life at ICU must be fun and really
amazing and had a vague yearning for ICU.

ICU’s appeal becomes
apparent after entering the
workforce

Hibiya: Ms. Oki apparently received a shock
after enrolling in ICU. Ms. Aoyama, how was it
with you?

Aoyama: Since | had studied abroad during
high school, | did not experience culture shock
like what my mother experienced. However,
looking back on my time at ICU after entering
the workforce, | felt that | had learned in a very
blessed environment. | believe there are three
special reasons why | am glad | enrolled in
ICU.

The first reason is liberal arts. Before
enrollment, | thought | should have a trade
and was thinking of becoming a lawyer, so
| enrolled in the Division of Social Sciences.
| took an introductory class on law, but |
realized during the first few sessions that law
was not a good fit for me. On the other hand,
accounting was very interesting, and | realized
that | liked practical subjects more. While
at ICU, | even obtained a Certified Public
Accountant license. Had | not enrolled in a
university where it is possible to learn about
fields that are different from one’s intended
major at the time of enroliment, | believe |
would not have become a Certified Public
Accountant.

The second reason is the fact that ICU is
global. In part because | had studied abroad
in the United States during high school, |
considered myself to be international. At that
time, | was taking Spanish, and upon the
recommendation of a faculty, | received the
opportunity to study abroad in Spain during
my second year. There | found a world that
was different from the United States, and | felt
in my bones that the United States does not
equal the world. | realized that it is necessary
to think of matters on a more global level.

And the third reason is that | was able to
cultivate the ability to accept diversity. At ICU,
students with very diverse backgrounds, such
as non-Japanese and Japanese who lived
abroad up to and including high school, were
learning together. The experience of learning
and participating in club activities with people
having different values on a daily basis has
been very valuable. The head of the company
where | currently work is a Rumanian, my
immediate supervisor is a South African,
and the head of the manufacturing and
distribution department is an Australian. There
are various nationalities. The experience

of speaking logically so that your thoughts
are communicated to others and deriving a
solution with everyone in such an organization
where diverse values mingle is, | believe,
a strength that serves as the foundation of
global human resources, which are being
needed by society, now and in the future.

Hibiya: Listening to your talks, | felt that
there are many points in common with
the responses of today’s new students.
Every year, new students are asked in a
questionnaire: “How did you learn about
ICU?” and “Why did you enroll in ICU?” The
predominant response to “How did you learn
about ICU?” is recommendation by “family
and/or relatives,” which is the case with
Ms. Aoyama. The next most predominant
response is recommendation by “high school
teachers” or “older students and/or friends,”
which is the case with Ms. Oki. Also, common
responses to the question “Why did you enroll
in ICU?” are “ability to select major after
enroliment” and “quality English education,”
which are what you two also mentioned.

ICU is family and also utopia

Aoyama: | am sometimes involved in my
company’s recruitment activities, and my
company would like to hire students who had
various experiences while enrolled in college,
for example going abroad and having a rough
time. Right now, my company is in a time of
transformation following the merger of several
group companies. During such a time, it is
undesirable for all employees to have the
same thoughts and to have employees who
can only work with those who are the same
type as themselves. | think it is important for
each and every employee to put various views
on the same table and talk with one another.
Therefore, | would like to hire people who have
come in contact with diverse views since their
student days, who have their own thoughts,
and who can give voice to them.

Hibiya: Didn’t Ms. Oki also experience
deriving solutions while talking with others of
diverse viewpoints while at ICU?

Oki: Life in the Fourth Women’s Dormitory
precisely fits the bill. In the dormitory
meetings, which make decisions regarding
dorm operations, dormitory students
discussed their views in earnest, regardless
of nationality and grade/year, and without
yielding their positions. Since it was the time
of student unrest, sometimes we argued while

shedding tears. Also, when a professor said, “I
will talk with the university authorizes together
with all of you,” | realized, “ICU is not just a
place for learning, but also family.” That is
why | become passionate when | start talking
about ICU.

Aoyama: ICU students sarcastically call
ICU “Isolated Crazy Utopia,” but | think this
is aptly put. At ICU, it is possible to pursue
studies that you want to pursue in a lush
green environment removed from the bustle of
town. The distance between professors and
students is very close, and it is possible to
receive careful guidance from each and every
professor. In addition, it is possible to receive
opportunities to study abroad. | believe this
is a utopia not found anywhere else. | was
very blessed to have been able to learn in this
environment.

Oki: | too had so many opportunities for
learning in this wonderful environment and
was blessed. | would like current students
to learn many things here at ICU while their
brains are flexible.

Hibiya: Listening to your passion for ICU,
| was very happy, and | also strongly felt
that ICU must respond to that passion. The
Ministry of Education’s Top Global University
Project, for which ICU was selected last year,
has entered its second year. ICU will once
more return to its educational philosophy, “the
cultivation of internationally minded citizens
who perform service to God and humankind”
and pursue various measures. Thank you very
much for today.

Sachiko OKi (pictured at left)
Graduated from the College of Liberal Arts’ Division

of Social Sciences in 1969. Lived together with non-
Japanese and returnee students in the Fourth Women'’s
Dormitory for a year and three months while enrolled.
Worked in Sony Corporation’s secretarial section after
graduation. Retired in December 1970.

Asako Aoyama (pictured at center)
Graduated from the College of Liberal Arts’ Division of
Social Sciences in 1994. Passed the Certified Public
Accountant exam while enrolled. Joined the auditing firm
Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu after graduation. Received
an MBA from the Ohio State University and afterward
joined Merrill Lynch Japan Securities. Joined Coca-Cola
Japan Co., Ltd. in 2004. Became Director and CFO of
Tokyo Coca-Cola Bottling in 2011. Assumed the position
of Senior Executive Officer, Financial Controller of Coca-
Cola East Japan at the time of its establishment in 2013.
Currently holds this position.
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The annual matriculation anniversary invitation was extended
to the 25th anniversary class this year. On April 18, more
than 150 alumni from class 13 and 38 including families from
US and Hong Kong gathered on campus.

In the anniversary chapel service each participant’s name
was called by Dean Ito, and President Hibiya delivered
a message. In the reception at the university dining hall
the participants enjoyed reunion and meeting new people
beyond classes. The academic caps and gowns were
prepared for class 13 who could not have commencement
ceremony because of university riots.

“Thanks to the university, we could reclaim lost 50 years. |
also unexpectedly realized my dream of living on campus
by staying in the Dialogue House.” (Mr. Muneo Ono, 13)
“Seeing people from class 13, sophisticated and cool, made
me renew my commitment to society as a member of ICU
community. | am proud to be a part of ICU’s history.” (Ms.

Hiromi Oogaki, 38)

Saturday, April 18, 2015

Such engagement of alumni leads ICU to the next page of
its history. You are our history and future.
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Let's Get Together at ICU Festival
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Since | became President of ICU
Alumni Association, | have enjoyed
wonderful encounters with ICU
graduates and students. At the next
ICU Festival, we would like to share
such excitement with you through a
couple of events.

“Reconnecting with ICU” on

Saturday will be a great opportunity for

-
s

all participants to enhance networking
among alumnus. The Talk show by Ms.
Kiyoko Yasui, DAY award holder, will
give us hints to think of what means
liberal arts and how we can be global.

Please come, join and relax at the
Alumni House.

Jun Kigoshi, ID83,

President of ICU Alumni Association
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Reconnecting with ICU
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The Alumni Association will
host “Reconnecting with ICU” at
the Alumni House lounge on 24th

October, from 14:00. The event aims

to provide an opportunity for alumni
to reconnect with ICU, through
learning more about the current
activities of the Alumni Association
(such as chapter activities), the
university, and also about each other.

The event is open to all Alumni!

The talk by DAY “My ICU - Starting a library in Laos.”
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The talk by DAY award winner
Ms. Kiyoko Yasui will be held on
25th October, from 14:00. Ms. Yasui
has had an adventurous journey,
all starting with her having had
strong hopes to work with children’s
books as a student. After working
for a year in Japan, she took off to
Thailand, then to Laos. At the talk,

-
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]

she will share her thoughts on “My
ICU - Starting a library in Laos.” (in

Japanese)
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