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ICU’s 60th Anniversary

This year ICU commemorates the 60th
anniversary of its founding. ICU established
a 5-year period for a “60th Anniversary
Project” that started in April 2011 and is
centered around the anniversary year of
2013. The project has been working to
enrich liberal arts education with the overall
theme of “dialogue” and three sub-themes
of developing academic programs,
improving facilities and the campus
environment, and promoting advancement
activities.

Development of
Academic Programs

As part of this year’ s activities, ICU
appointed two 60th Anniversary Professors
who have been teaching classes since
April: Professor Shigeru Miyagawa, from
the linguistics department of MIT, and
Professor M. William Steele, from ICU’ s
history department.

In addition to his work in the field of
linguistics, Professor Miyagawa has been
integral to the development of
OpenCourseWare (OCW), which provides
official university courses and related
information free online. He received the
OpenCourseWare Consortium’ s
“President’ s Award for OpenCourseWare
Excellence” for his achievements in
promoting OCW at numerous universities
around the world. In his classes, he
exposed students to a new approach that
uses visual media to explore the subject of
history. He has also served as an advisor
to ICU’ s OCW initiative, which has been
making courses available online since April
2013, and has offered advice from various
perspectives on the importance of OCW
and how it will develop in the future.

Professor Steele, who joined ICU in 1976,
studies modern Japanese society, thought,
and political history, with a specialization
in the way life outside the aristocracy was
experienced in the periods before and after
the Meiji Restoration. His work has involved
lectures on ICU’ s founding philosophies

and their place in contemporary Japanese
society as well as an inquiry into liberal
arts education, its significance, its place at
ICU, and its historical context, looking as
far back as medieval Europe.

In June, ICU held a 60th Anniversary
Service at the chapel and an event to
commemorate the 50th anniversary of
international educational exchange
between ICU and the University of
California.

ICU invited the chair of the United Board
for Christian Higher Education in Asia, Dr.
Michael Gilligan, to the anniversary service
to speak on the subject of the deep
relationship shared between UBCHEA and
ICU.

The three-day ICU-UC anniversary event
(June 24th to 26th) looked back at the
schools’ 50-year collaboration, discussed
the possibilities of starting new internship
and service learning programs in overseas
study programs, and also involved a tree
planting ceremony. When ICU was
founded, 106 cherry trees were planted to
line MacLean Avenue, but their age today
has made them susceptible to damage in
strong winds. The new cherry tree seedling
given by UC commemorates the schools’
fifty-year collaboration.

Improvements to Facilities and
Campus Environment

The installation of artificial turf on ICU’ s
athletic grounds was a two-year project
that was completed in April. This primarily
involved alumni, but it also included
students, faculty, staff, and the Board of
Trustees. The future of ICU is built by all
members of its community, and this project
brought these groups together to work
toward a single goal. Furthermore, it was a
project with resonance in terms of what
universities of tomorrow will look like. You
can see the marvelous effect of the new
turf when you walk along the path behind
the athletic grounds. ICU is extremely
grateful to everyone who supported this
project.

Since a great number of campus buildings

were built over 50 years ago, ICU is moving
into a period when significant repair and
rebuilding projects are necessary. The
rebuilding of University Hall (a central part
of educational activities) and the gym
(essential for a liberal arts education) are
especially pressing. ICU is currently
investigating what kinds of facilities are
most appropriate for a liberal arts
education. It is preparing a plan for future
building projects and will keep alumni
informed of these matters. Please allow us
to contact you to seek your support as
these plans develop.

Reforms to ICU’s Entrance Exam
System

On the occasion of its 60th anniversary,
ICU has implemented reforms to its
entrance exam system. Starting with the
incoming class of April 2014, ICU will no
longer admits students through the “center
exam.” It has also decided on a set of
changes to the selection process starting
with students in the incoming class of April
2015. These reforms are made with the aim
of securing a student body that possesses
the character to flourish in a liberal arts
education and the skills to carve out a new
era in the future. ICU will make further
announcements about these changes.

Heading into the Next 60 Years
and “Becoming a University that
Continues to Mature as it
Pursues its Ideals”

ICU must establish a campus environment
that meets diverse needs and cultivate
promising graduates who will go out in the
world in the service of God and humankind.
This is to be achieved by returning to its
founding principles, recognizing its
obligations, confirming that further
improvements to its education are being
made, and realizing the possibility of making
international cooperation a living part of ICU.

In addition to the passionate support we
always receive from our alumni, we also
ask that you tell others about the education
and campus that you yourself have
experienced first hand. After coming to
Open Campus sessions and other events
and speaking with our students, we are
delighted to hear prospective students and
their parents express an interest in
attending ICU. In this way, alumni too are a
tremendous resource for people to learn
about the university. We hope you will
continue to help us promote a greater
understanding of liberal arts education as
ICU heads into the next 60 years,
“becoming a university that continues to
mature as it pursues its ideals.”
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Shigeru Miyagawa Speaks About
OpenCourseWare

President Junko Hibiya sat down to speak with
Dr. Shigeru Miyagawa, a professor of linguistics
at MIT and an ICU 60th Anniversary Visiting
Professor, to talk about the OpenCourseWare
program ICU started on its website in April.
Professor Miyagawa received the OpenCourse
-Ware Consortium’ s “President’ s Award for
OpenCourseware Excellence” for his role as a
member of MIT' s OCW Advisory Board and his
many achievements in promoting OCW at
numerous universities around the world.

Professor Miyagawa explained, “I was part of a
committee the then-president of MIT established
in 2000 to advise on the future of the university’
s e-learning program. We spent about six months
considering the issue.” However, Professor
Miyagawa added, “in the end, we proposed the
idea of offering teaching materials free of charge
that anyone could access. That was more in line
with MIT" s philosophy and led to the develop
-ment of OpenCourseWare.”

Professor Miyagawa also stated, “the question
of whether the program is a success or not does
not depend on whether it excels as a business
model, but rather whether it expresses the
university’ s philosophies.

At ICU, | think there is a concrete mission for
OCW.” He then emphasized that, “all students
sign the Student Pledge to spend their ICU days

abiding by Universal Declaration of Human Rights
when they enter ICU. That document states in
article 26 that ‘everyone has the right to
education.” This is exactly what the philosophy
of OCW is. Therefore, if this mission can be
successfully expressed then ICU" s OCW will
surely succeed as well.”

As an advisor to ICU’ s still nascent OCW
program, Professor Miyagawa adds, ‘I really
hope ICU will work to express its distinctive
liberal arts education via OCW.
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