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On April 1, 2013, ICU launched OpenCourseWare (OCW), offering its syllabi and course videos on the web free of charge.
A year after its inception, OCW content now exceeds 100. For this issue, President Junko Hibiya discussed the present

and future of OCW with ICU 60th Anniversary Professor Shigeru Miyagawa, an ICU alumnus (CLA19, ID75) and professor of linguistics at
MIT. As a leading expert in multimedia education, he was one of the original faculty members to recommend the creation of OCW at MIT.

Success of the OCW will
Depend on Consistency with
the University's Mission

Hibiya ' It was a great honor to
welcome MIT Professor Miyagawa
to ICU as 60th Anniversary Professor
on the day we launched OCW: April
1, 2013. We also asked you to be
an advisor to the OCW team at ICU.
What is your opinion of the present
state of OCW at ICU?

Miyagawa : | am very happy that my
alma mater has started offering OCW.
A year has passed since the project
started, and it is wonderful that the
university offers approximately 50
courses online. OCW content now
exceeds 100 if you include special
lectures. You have history, music,
mathematics, and science, which
shows the diversity of the courses in
a liberal arts college.

Hibiya : Recently, many Japanese
universities are offering OCW and
MOOCs (Massive Open Online
Courses) , but how would you
describe the OCW at ICU?
Miyagawa : Recently, many
universities offer online education with
MOOCs such through edX ,Coursera,
and other organizations that offer
formal certification on completion.
Many universities offer good courses
through MOOCs, but since it is labor
intensive, they can only offer a few
courses at most. On the other hand,
with OCW, universities can offer all
their courses. At MIT, virtually all
of our 2000+ course materials are
available online. By looking at OCW,
you get a fairly good overview of the
university and its strengths.

The signature feature of ICU in
Japan and the world is its liberal
arts education. Its OCW reflects the
devoted faculty teaching diverse
courses in small classes.
Universities with successful OCW
have one thing in common: their
mission and the objective of the
OCW match. MIT is committed to
“generating, disseminating, and
preserving knowledge, and in working
with others to bring this knowledge
to bear on the world’s challenges.”
This has been achieved through basic
research, but now we also have OCW
as a means to fulfill our mission. ICU
has a mission that suits OCW. At
the matriculation ceremony at ICU,
students sign a pledge to honor
the Universal Declaration of Human

Rights, whose Article 26 is “Everyone
has the right to education.” This is
just what OCW was designed for.
Therefore ICU’s OCW will succeed
if it can express its mission through
OCW.

Hibiya : How will OCW improve
education?

Miyagawa : At MIT, we asked faculty
if they made use of OCW when we got
to offering about 500 courses online.
Approximately 80% said they were
making use of the OCW, especially by
watching other faculty’s courses. This
is a landmark in education. Before
OCW, your teaching model tended
to be based on how you were taught
as a student. Now anyone can look
at how other professors organize
and teach classes on the web, which
allows you to improve the way you
teach.

Hibiya : With OCW, you can watch
other professors teach in your free
time. Students also can use it to
review classwork or as reference
when they plan their course
schedules for the next term. They can
use it in a variety of ways.

Miyagawa : That’s right. At MIT, an
electrical engineering course uses
OCW for flipped teaching. Students
watch lectures to prepare for classes
online. In the classroom, the faculty
emphasizes interpersonal interaction
or discussion among students in small
numbers. This is an example of how
OCW contributed to improvement in
education. At MIT, we did a survey
on what students and faculty thought
was important in education and the
answer was teamwork. This can only
be cultivated through interaction
among students. If we adopt more
flipped teaching with OCW, the
quality of education will be enhanced
further.

Future Prospects for OCW

Miyagawa : Recently, “Open
Education” is a theme we often talk
about. It is a mission for universities
not only to teach their own students
but also offer the course material
online to people around the world.
An example at MIT in 2012 was the
MOOCs Circuits and Electronics
course, for which one hundred sixty
thousand people registered. Twenty
thousand completed the course, 350
with perfect scores. One of them was
a 16-year-old student from Mongolia,

who entered MIT last autumn and is
now a freshman at the Institute.
Hibiya : | read that in a Japanese
newspaper. He studied electronics
in Ulan Bator with MOOCs, scored
a 100% and entered MIT, following
advice from those around him. If it
were not for MOOCs, he would not
have entered MIT.

Miyagawa : | believe so. MIT was
blessed with a wonderful opportunity.
Hibiya :

| think so, too. This example
epitomizes the splendid outreach
of OCW that connects excellent
students with universities, creating a
wonderful opportunity for universities
to attract a diverse student body. We
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should be offering a well-balanced
set of courses that opens windows
for encounters with prospective
students.

Miyagawa : In the initial days of
OCW, many people asked me when |
would consider OCW to be a success.
My answer was when courses were
naturally being offered online. ICU is
almost there.

Liberal arts education enables
students to cultivate a learning
attitude and multidimensional
perspective by studying across
academic fields. If ICU showcases its
strength in the OCW, the university
can look forward to splendid
encounters with future students.
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