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Bilingualism Declaration of the
ICU Alumni News

ICU Alumni News. /MU HNVES

Alumni NewsIZRHSNDB [TV HN ] ERMTHADHD? BHiIlCREEZAXRBERETHRTHIIETHHOHD?
ICUTZEAZEVWDZ L. YA  BRBETTZHTIVILANMDIAZIAZ =23 H k. HBWE. AR TH B ELZRIRELTLBIET,
EWSZ &S, BHIC [BIR] ELDEBERTONTIY BN THBIETHEL,

ICUDTRZELIREDHBEDERRELTROH TV S ARG, SHEL(MiEZRH. BEL. AFDPRTRETEIABEVSZE.
TORRD/-HICHEREROBZFRELT. BEMETOIAIAZFr—aVBNHPROSKATUVBISBELL,

TLA. Alumni NewsDEERITKOHSNB/IN MY BN EL. SBEMER. F 1 /NN—T1—ERBTBIEILZEHDBIET .
ICUTOIRED. BHilcE>/-<FAUCABZAXMEBETHEBL TV BN TIILLESIC. Alumni NewslcEWLWTH SHLMEREZRMEE.
REICKRAIEP. B, TUTHRERICOLHYSBEZRHT S IEZEAIUMNI NewsDERZEERD.

What sort of bilingualism should we seek for ICU’s Alumni News? s it just to print the articles in English and Japanese?
Having studied at ICU, you should be capable of communicating at an academic level in both tongues.

Or, one assumes that you can. Which means that this bilingualism is not just a translation from the original.

Ever since the founding of ICU, the pedagogical ideal is to educate the students into people who can appreciate

and understand a diversity of values and elevate that to a sublime height in themselves.

The essential minimum to achieve this goal is communication ability in the two languages.

The bilingualism required for the Alumni News should reflect diversity and a pluralism of value standards.

Just as the content of the classes taught in English and Japanese at ICU is not identical,

it is our belief that the mission of Alumni News is to reflect a diversity of views, send brainwaves to the readers and provide a
forum stimulating debate and mutual understanding.

Request for Contributions in English

Alumni News invites all readers, be they individuals or groups such as chapters, societies, firms,
to send in any ideas and articles written in English.

Students, OYR, current or former school personnel, JICUF or anyone with the slightest connection to ICU are
all welcome to apply. Please contact the Alumni Association offices by email at aaoffice@icualumni.com.
Alumni News editors will screen such contributions for publication
in the Alumni News 128th (scheduled for February 2018) or later issues.

Thanks ANS /N !

In order to commemorate the Bilingual-
ism declaration of the alumni news, let
me write this teeny-weeny column in
English. Unlike students who joined ICU
in April from Japanese high schools, |
came to the campus in September from
an international extablishment in Yoko-
hama. While my father was stationed
for 5 years in London, | was educated in
a state-run grammar and then second-
ary school. Although Japanese lan-
guage classes were taught on Saturday
mornings in central London, the bullying
by the new kids on the block repulsed
me after six months or so. So, by the
time our family returned to Japan, |
barely comprehended the Japanese

spoken by my parents. The middle
school headmaster who interviewed me
said it would take three years to prep
me for the high school entrance exams.
With no Japanese schools catering for
returnees then, the only option was to
attend an Catholic school run by nuns.
On entering ICU, the Septermer kids
were batch-tested for their Japanese
language ability. | fell somewhere in the
middle between two-year Intensive Jap-
anese and going scot-free. The Special
Japanese lessons were awaiting.
During a one year, three term period, |
had to learn all the toyo kaniji, nearly
2000 of them. The first term was easy:
primary school one to three kanjis. The
second term was four to six. But the
last and third term was tough; hammer-
ing into my grey cells the characters that
a middle school student would take
three years to learn. But, wow and be-
hold, by the end of the year, | was able
to read newspapers and textbooks.
Working as an interpreter, some of the
clients would complain that my Japa-
nese was not up to standard, but that
ended in about 5 years. Thanks AN
+ /X for changing my life!

(Ritsu Suzuki, 23 ID79)

My First Bilingual Zine

To associate myself with the Alumni
News Bilingualism declaration, I'd like to
report about my small step to become a
weekend bilingual cross-border commu-
nicator, while working weekdays at an
office in Tokyo.

The catalyst was a small flier | picked up
in a movie theater last winter, announc-
ing a Tokyo Zine event in May 2017.
Having learned about them in a fashion
publication article, | knew that zines are
small-circulation magazines or fanzines,
usually produced by professional or
semi-professional artists. However, this
flier stated that by paying \12000 any-
one could exhibit their creation at the
event. Also, the zines of the first one
hundred to enroll would be co-exhibited
in Los Angeles, a week after Tokyo.
O.K.I' Il join — the idea of managing the
whole zine fascinated me. | was in-
spired to write up a bilingual zine in En-
glish and Japanese, focusing on as-
pects of Japan, beyond the scope of
"Cool Japan."

| spent my Saturdays, Sundays and the
whole of May golden week to complete

my "Not-So-Cool Japan." Exhibiting at
the two Zine events and making public
my thoughts in the two languages was
exciting. The Instagram posts featured
the booth showing my Zine in L.A. It
was exhilarating to feel that my ideas
had blasted through fences and bor-
ders.

| believe now that it is possible to ex-
pand one’ s world view not only by
working overseas or at a multi-national
corporation, but by also searching for
invitations to the great unknown. The
English skills and wide field of vision
fostered in me at ICU and the editing
work for Alumni News have given me
courage to accept such challenges.
(Tomoyo Kobayashi, 52 1D08)

"Not-so-Cool Japan" zine is available until November
for ¥800 at Mount Tokyo, Meguro-ku, Tokyo or at
Mount Zine web shop. https://zine.mount.co.jp/97
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From the University
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From the latest ICU Alumni News, here is a report on what is happening today in the offices

that support students in their studies and extracurricular activities. Part | is about the Academic Planning Center,
a university office that is familiar to graduates who enrolled in ICU after April 2008.

As other universities strengthen their academic support, this office at ICU is capturing the spotlight as a pioneer.
Many officials from other universities visit the center.

EDS/ KFERHEA, APCRE YT EIBSX /N—
feb. KET Y 2T TORAENRBIEHERS

From left: Ms. Sayaka Oeda, APC staff members and
IBS (ICU Brothers and Sisters), IBS advising ses-
sions for new students at the lounge of University
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Academic Planning Center

The Academic Planning Center (APC) was established in April 2008, when the university adopted the current major system.
The center provides students with individual advice and consultation about course plans as well as studies in general at ICU.

Sayaka Oeda, Academic Planning Center staff member (45 ID01)

Open for Any Questions
about Learning

Academic planning means to make de-
cisions on "what to study and how to
study it"and set up plans proactively.
The planning activities include deciding
on course work for each term, selecting
majors, considering participation in pro-
grams such as study abroad and service
learning, as well as qualification courses
such as teacher certification program
and curatorial training program, and
conducting senior thesis research. With
great flexibility in the choice of subjects
and various study opportunities, APC
supports students to decide what to
study and how to study it in line with the
values and goals of each of them, which
is called academic advising. Two regular
full-time staff members respond to
questions and inquiries. Depending on
the nature of consultations, the staff
may refer them to other offices or faculty
members that can offer more detailed
assistance.

In many cases, APC provides consulta-
tion for issues involving the selection of
majors, such as "l am interested in more
than one major and | can't decide which
one to choose,"or "What should | major
in to pursue the career | want to choose
in the future?"Also, we are often asked
advice on multi-faceted issues, such as
"l want to study overseas, but | cannot
make up my mind feeling anxiety be-
cause the exchange program coincides
with the job-hunting season,""l am tak-
ing the teacher certification program,
but | am having trouble managing both
the program and my major at the same
time,"or "I cannot decide which path to
take, enrolling in the 5-Year Program,”
going on to graduate school at a univer-
sity other than ICU or finding work."We
listen to those students carefully and try
to help them find what it is they value
most and make decisions according to
their values. During advising, we may
present choices ourselves, or discuss
the advantages and disadvantages of
each of the choices for the students. In
the end, however, it is the students
themselves who make the decisions.
*5-Year Program: a program that allows

students to obtain both a bachelor's de-
gree and a master's degree in a total of
five years, instead of in the usual six
years.

Things Only Students
Can Do for Other
Students

At APC, there are 21 Peer Advisors
called "ICU Brothers and Sisters (IBS).
They provide advice to serve their mis-
sion "to foster intentional learners from
the perspectives and standpoints of stu-
dents."IBS listen to what students have
to say and give advice based on their
own experiences while helping them to
sort out problems and issues that con-
front them. There are things that can be
shared or communicated only between
students. From that perspective, IBS
play an important role that faculty and
staff members are unable to fulfill. Peer
support, an initiative in which students
assist other students, has been spread-
ing among colleges and universities
throughout the country. It is supposed
to revitalize mutual support among stu-
dents. Peer support programs at other
universities place emphasis on aid in
students' lives or networking, whereas
IBS offers academic advising—in other
words, educational support—which
makes our program quite unique.

Recruiting and training IBS and support-
ing their daily peer-advising activities
carry great weight among APC's duties.
Even though IBS are students, they bear
responsibility that is commensurate with
their task of advising. That is the reason
APC provides careful training for them
throughout the year. They are required
to provide information as necessary
while listening to students and supply-
ing them with appropriate on-campus
resources. During their training, IBS ac-
quire the knowledge necessary for their
work and also hone their dialogue skills
through role playing. In addition, we
consider it important that they learn
ICU's history and mission, Christianity
and the concept of liberal arts. What is
noteworthy is the fact that two training
programs are conducted simultaneous-
ly— one by staff members and the other
by IBS on their own. IBS, as their name
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shows, are working with the hope of
standing by ICU students as their good
brothers and sisters, and also with the
sense of duty to fulfill the university's
academic mission. It is always good to
see students, who come in for consulta-
tion looking so worried, gradually be-
come cheerful as they talk with IBS and
leave the office encouraged and reas-
sured. That is the moment when we feel
the value of the system of students ad-
vising other students.

Supporting Academic
Advisors

The academic advisor system, in which
a full-time faculty member is assigned to
each student, is provided ongoingly. On
the day of course registration, students
visit their advisors in their offices and re-
ceive advice on which classes to take.
Academic advisors give guidance to
students on problems and issues about
their studies such as course plans and
academic performances, as well as their
life in general. It is also one of APC's
roles to support these academic advi-
sors. APC conducts orientation pro-
grams for new faculty members on the
basics of advising and how to guide
students with poor academic perfor-
mances.

Support for Diverse
Students

One of the recent changes at ICU is the
establishment of the Center for Teaching
and Learning (CTL) in 2015, with the aim
of bolstering support for both students
and faculty members. Beginning in
2016, APC has been a part of CTL, in-
stead of the Academic Affairs Division.
Within CTL, APC specializes in advising,
but it is also expected to play a new role
of supporting academic studies in re-
sponse to the growing diversity of is-
sues that students face. The academic
support provided by other universities
mainly takes the form of supplementary
lessons for those students who are fall-
ing behind in class. At ICU, we are trying
to determine what sort of academic
support is appropriate. As part of the re-
cent trend, APC held a workshop on
time management last year. ICU stu-

dents are busy everyday not only study-
ing but also participating in extra-curric-
ular activities, carrying out their duties in
dormitories, doing internships and
working part-time. As the term ap-
proaches its end, we often see many of
them stressed out or suffering from
health problems, preparing for exams
and racing against time to meet dead-
lines for their assignments. Their prob-
lems also include spending too much
time on social media or being unable to
decline requests from friends. Time
management skills will prove useful
throughout our lives, and | hope that
students will acquire the skills while
studying at ICU in order to stay healthy
both physically and mentally, so that
they can spend a fulfilling student life
and always demonstrate their innate
abilities.

Conclusion

We suffer when we are at a loss or wor-
ried about something, but | think those
who find the best path for themselves
through such conflict and struggle gain
satisfying learning experience and confi-
dence. | hope that students deal with
this struggling process positively and
that we can help them go through it with
our advising. | was assigned to APC in
September 2009, and | still find this ad-
vising work profound as well as reward-
ing. Since there are no other Japanese
colleges and universities that have the
same quality of advising as ICU, APC
staff members participate in the confer-
ences of the National Academic Advis-
ing Association (NACADA) held in the
United States every year, in order to
learn the latest theories and practices,
and apply them to advising at home.
The fact that | am also an ICU alumna
and want to help young students is a
major source of my motivation. Observ-
ing the IBS who are dedicating them-
selves to their work, | feel reassured and
encouraged that such students are be-
ing developed in our university. | hope to
continue dialogue with them so that |
can help them find their own missions
through their life at ICU.

Outline of the Academic Planning Center

® Location: Second floor, Kiyoshi Togasaki Memorial Dialogue House

®Number of staff: Two
®Number of IBS: 21

The center provides students with advice on a variety of issues centering on their

course and major selections. The staff take part in the conferences of the National Aca-

demic Advising Association (NACADA) held in the United States every year to learn

about the latest theories and practices and try to improve advising skills in order to ef-

fectively respond to increasingly diversifying issues the students face.
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From The Alumni House
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It was very successful and enjoyable two
hours attended by over 15 UK alumni mem-

bers and followed by a dinner at "Kam

Fung" Chinese restaurant nearby.
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