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ICU 3rd-Year Student Kana
Fukushima Receives Award in
French Speech Competition

On Friday, 23 November, Kana Fukushima, a
third-year student of the College of Liberal Arts’
Division of Arts and Sciences, was awarded the
Prix Nihon I’ Oréal of the prix d’
encouragement awards at the Maison Franco-
Japonaise foundation’ s Fifth concours d’
éloguence.

The award is part of a speech contest started
in 2008 on the occasion of the 150th
anniversary of Franco-Japanese relations. This
year 57 applicants submitted compositions,
from which 15 students were selected to
present their work as speeches. The theme was
“Pourquoi apprendre le francais?” (“Why study
French?”) . Ms. Fukushima wrote about her
interest in French stemming from setbacks she
had during study abroad in France and the
relationship the language has with her
anthropology major.

Ms. Fukushima began studying French in
earnest in her second year at ICU. In addition
to taking courses in French each term, she also
participated in a summer program in France

and participated in the foundation's Franco-

Japanese student forum (The Forum Franco-
Japonais des Etudiants*) . After deciding to
participate in the contest, she prepared by
reciting French while commuting to school,
having her professor and TA check her
pronunciation, and recording and checking her
pronunciation herself.

Speaking with ICU's PR Office, Ms.
Fukushima said, “I'm very happy as this award
shows the results of my studies so far. I'd like
to keep studying and win higher honors next

time.”
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ICU Professors
Emeriti Receive Awards

On 16 September, 2012, the ninth meeting of
the Botanical Society of Japan held an award
ceremony and presented ICU Professor Emerita
Haruko Kazama with an award with special
distinction.

The award recognizes Professor Kazama’' s
longstanding achievements in the education of
researchers through liberal arts education.
Although today less that 5% of graduates from
Japanese private universities go on to seek
higher degrees, in the case of Professor
Kazama' s students, approximately 80% went
on to study at graduate schools in Japan and
overseas and of those about 30% obtained
Ph.D. The society went on to recognize her
great contributions to education by observing
that many of her students have gone on to
serve as heads of research centers in Japan
and overseas or become associate professors
at national universities in Japan.

On 15 December, 2012, ICU Professor
Emeritus Yoshiomi Kato was presented with the
2012 Hayashi Prize by Butterfly Society of
Japan (Teinopalpus) . The award recognizes
Professor Kato’ s various contributions to
butterfly research, including a publication of
“Biology of the Butterflies” (University of Tokyo
Press, 2005) and physiological, ecological and
taxonomical studies of Eurema species will
be remembered forever in the history of
Lepidopterology.

Professor Kato gave a special lecture to
commemorate the award. The lecture took as
its theme “My life to research the butterflies:
Why was the species of Eurema hecabe

divided into two good species?”
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ICU-Sophia Cosponsored
Lecture “Sent from Japan,
Introduced to Japan -
International Understanding
Through Culture”

ICU and Sophia University held the open
lecture “Sent from Japan, Introduced to Japan
- International Understanding Through Culture”
at the Sophia campus. The event was
cosponsored by the two universities and held
on Monday, 10 December 2012.

The lecture was made possible through the
cooperation of the alumni associations of the
two universities, both of which endeavor to
cultivate superlative graduates who can work
together at the international level.

The first speaker was Yutaka Shigenobu, ICU
graduate and general director of the company
TV Man Union. After graduating from ICU, Mr.
Shigenobu entered TBS (the Tokyo
Broadcasting System). Subsequently, he was
involved in the establishment of the production
company TV Man Union and created numerous
well-known programs such as TBS’ s
“Discovery of the World’ s Mysteries.” His talk,
titled “Studying Media in the 21st Century:
Digital Humanism,” dealt with one of the great
themes of his own life, namely, that “the 500-
year movement towards a digital world since
the time of the Renaissance has been a social
revolution. Within the context of such a massive
social shift, how is it possible to express
humanism?” He added that this is a question to
which he continues to search for an answer.

Keisuke Onishi, Sophia University alumnus
and CEO of NAVITIME JAPAN Co.,
Ltd. presented the event' s second talk. While
a student at Sophia, Mr. Onishi conducted
research into route search engines and started
his own business after working at Onishi
Netsugaku. He spoke on the topic of “starting a
business based on research done at university”
and “Navitime’ s global strategy.” Mr. Onishi
explained how his company grew from its
inception to its current position and the
company’ s future strategies on the global
market.

After these two talks, the floor was opened to
questions, with Professor Anri Morimoto, Vice
President of Academic Affairs at ICU, as
moderator. Questions from the audience
touched on such topics as the meaning of work
at companies and other organizations from the
entrepreneur’ s perspective, sticking to your
faith and sense of mission, and the kind of
internationally competent graduates companies
are looking for. Students asked such questions
as what Japan' s strengths are and what hints
could the speakers give about activities to be

involved in at university in order to help figure

out their path in life.

The speakers answered from their diverse
experience, saying, for example, “my mission is to
continue until a job is completed,” and, “failure
and success are both matters of process; the
important point is whether after that process you
are able to create something better.” With
encouraging words for the students in attendance,
they said “students today are talented so | hope
you will be more proactive about coming forward
and taking action,” and, “I hope that over your
four years at school you will actively seek out

diverse experiences.”
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If you would like to inquire regarding the pages
“News from the University” , please contact
Public Relations Office.

Tel: 0422-33-3040 Email: pro@icu.ac.jp

http://www.icu.ac.jp
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Honorary Doctor of Letters Shoichi Saba, former
Chair of ICU’ s Board of Trustees, passed
away on September 10, 2012. He served as
Chairman for 12 years from 1992 to 2004.
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Kyoko Yamaguchi, General Staff, Former
Director of Educational Affairs Division, passed

away on December 15, 2012.
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