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INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNWE?SITY

MITAKA, TOKYO. JAPAN

Teluphone : Musssning (04225 3- 1131
Cable Adorezs: INCHRISTUN MLUSRASHING

¥ey 7, 1965
Mr. Hans-Peter Schroder

"Iorraine® Box 170
Stellenbosch, S. Africa

Dear Mr. Schroder:

It gives mo pleasure o inform youaceording to the final
decision of cur- Admissions Commitlec, that you have been admitted to
the International Christian University, Caollege of Liberal Arts as o
special student for one year, starting on September 24, 1965 .
Extension of yuur special student status is subject to approval. A written
request must be submitted to the Dean’s offics at the end of the initial
perivd of one year.

We are happy indeed to have you a a member of our student
bady and hope that your expericnce here will be a real contribation w0

international understanding,

Sincercly yours,

/‘(obwﬁm /2

Nobus



SCHRODER, Hans-Peter
Social Science (CLA ‘69)

[ was born in Namibia, then South West Africa to German parents.
In 1948 my mother with 5 children moved to Stellenbosch, a small University town in
the Western Cape, South Africa.

We were very poor, but were lucky to have a very strong mother that let us always
believe in ourselves.

[ graduated from a Naval College at the age of 16 and immediately went to sea in the
Merchant Navy. I was fortunate to be able to travel the world at such a young age. My
travels took me to Japan.

This was the most fascinating country I had seen and [ immediately knew I that |
wanted to learn more about Japan. Onboard the ship I tried desperately to learn
Japanese by means of books, tapes and Radio Japan.

One day I saw an article in Life magazine telling the story of Rockefeller studying at
ICU. That was it;  would try to enroll at ICU for one year just to study the language....

[ will never forget the letter from Dr. Ukai, President of ICU accepting my application!
(See attached)

The first year was a bit of a shock as most of that year the University was closed due
to the student unrest. But I did have time to meet Midori Maruyama.

Not being on the shy side I proposed to Midori soon after our first meeting and
married very quickly after that.

That caused a lot of problems, not only with her family, but also with the South
African Government with its racial laws

The one-year turned into 4 years at ICU where [ graduated in 1969.

We immigrated to Australia with our daughter Marie where after a very short time I
was lucky to be employed by a large Australian retailer called Myer Department Stores.

Myer had a buying office in Osaka and by good fortune sent us to Osaka after only 6
months in Australia.

After 11 years at Meyer, | went on a different career path.

[ was fortunate to be asked to set up Parker Pen in Japan and later Nordica.

In 1988, on seeing a newspaper article that real Estate in Tokyo was worth more
than the whole of the USA led me to liquidate my assets in Japan and move to Los
Angeles.

In LA I set up a clothing importing company sourcing from Asia.

LA did not suit me; it was a real culture shock coming from Japan.

On vacation to South Africa I asked a real estate agent to show me some wine farms
thinking being a wine farmer would suit my personality better!

[ saw a beautiful farm only a few kilometers outside Stellenbosch at around 6 pm.

By 7 pm I had signed the contract to purchase and was left with the task of telling
Midori that she was leaving LA and moving to Africa!

We have been here since 1989 and I am glad to say that it was the right decision, not
easy, but it’s a profession that brings new excitement every season, lets you meet
interesting people all over the world, and if you don’t sell your wine, at least you can
drink it yourself.

My advice, for what it is worth: Your world is a very different world, but I believe the
principle is the same.

Do not be afraid to make controversial and challenging decisions. Be the nail that
others want to knock down.
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