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From the University

ICU Archives provides a series of articles for this section from the last issue. We hope these stories will give you an opportunity to learn about the
history of ICU, looking back on those times when you studied here and discovering facts which you were not aware of till now.

Text: Tatsuhiko Matsuyama (ICU Archives)

“On what were we standing?”

Here is a question.

“Snowflakes, White hawk, Snake
skin, Canary, Mountain stream,
Misty-Mino, Whirlpools, Telescope,
Yamaguchi-calico:-- What do you
think these names represent? ”

“They sound like traditional Japa-
nese names. They could be the
types of Japanese paper or the pat-
terns of fabric.”

“Wrong. Here’ s clue no.1: Some-
thing that anyone coming to ICU
would be seeing every day.”

“Then, the types of trees. Types of
the plum or the cherry trees?”

“Wrong. Next clue: On what are
you standing?”

“What | am standing on? Grass?
Bricks?”

“Pretty close. The answer is TER-
RAZZ0O.”

“.--Only Italians can tell what it is, |

think.”
Italian, yes. Actually the term is
used world-wide. Terrazzo is a type
of building material used for the fin-
ishing of the surface of floors and
walls. (3¥1) Look at the floor when
you enter the University Hall. The
floors of corridors and class rooms
have marble-like finish with grains
of pebbles mixed in. That is terraz-
zo. It is a material with crushed
marble grains mixed in colored ce-
ment, creating various patterns de-
pending on their combinations.
Those are the names of the types of
stones used for terrazzo. In Japan,
terrazzo was once widely used in
schools, hotels, and public build-
ings. Given its elegant appearance
and durability, it is still used today in
primary school sculleries, staircases
in railway stations, luxury retailers,
bars, and custom-built houses. At
ICU, terrazzo is used in the Univer-
sity Hall, Main Library, Diffendorfer
Memorial Hall, Seabury Memorial
Chapel, Education and Research
Building, and Administration Build-
ing, and in some other places. So
that ICU students spend a signifi-
cant part of their time on top of ter-
razzo. For this issue, | had a de-
tailed look at this material, which is
technologically unique and interest-
ing. This is a story of the history of
the floor of the ICU buildings, rather
than that of the university itself.

History of floors of
buildings in ICU

At the beginning of the 20th century,
an ltalian architect and an interior
finisher had an idea to coat the ter-
race of a house with cement and
crushed marble, which, when pol-

ished, gave a beautiful finish quite
easily. And, as per hearsay, they
named it terrazzo. According to a
Japanese definition, terrazzo is “a
building material and its finished
surface, which is made by mixing
an aggregate—fragments of marble,
granite, ceramics, etc.—with various
cement and cement mixture pig-
ments to create adhesive com-
pound, coating a building surface
with it, and then polishing its sur-
face after hardening.”

| wanted to learn more about terraz-
zo construction and contacted Na-
kayashiki Plastering Co., Ltd., a
company which demonstrates its
terrazzo applications on its website.
| sent them the pictures of the ter-
razzo works in the library building,
to which | had an immediate reply
that they would definitely like to see
them. On December 15, Mr. Tsuy-
oshi Nakayashiki, Representative
Director of the company, and four
representatives from the plastering
industry visited ICU. | gave them a
tour of the university, including the
Main Library, University Hall,
Seabury Memorial Chapel, and Diff-
endorfer Memorial Hall East Wing,
and it turned out to be a valuable
opportunity to learn about its tech-
nological aspects that otherwise
would not be noticed by someone
who is not engaged in construction.
| would like to take this opportunity
to express my gratitude once again.
I will explain terrazzo further below
by including the various information
| gained from the specialists.

Characteristics of
terrazzo

There are many advantages that
terrazzo has as a building material,
but first of all it is the price, which is
decidedly cheaper compared to
marble. Quite natural, as it only re-
quires crushed grains of marbles.
Next, with terrazzo you can make
any shape of any size freely, which
is not possible with marble. Another
major factor is that it can reproduce
a certain beauty of marble despite it
being half man-made. The earliest
terrazzo construction in Japan is
said to be for the Mitsui Main Build-
ing in Nihonbashi, Tokyo, although |
could confirm from the pictures of
the building, terrazzo is apparently
used only in limited areas with natu-
ral marble being used in the majority
of the portions. The pictures (3%2)

here show the University Hall of
ICU. Terrazzo is used for the floor,
the lower part of the walls, and the

staircase and handrail. This building
was constructed by the Nakajima
Aircraft Company in 1940’ s and
was inherited by ICU. Major renova-
tions and extensions were carried
out upon opening ICU, and these ter-
razzo works are also believed to have
been done under the instructions of
Mr. Merrell Vories, the chief architect
of ICU at that time. We can see his
stamp on the curves of the staircase
handrail (3%¥3) and the cove joint
where the corridor floor and wall
meet. | had assumed that terrazzo on
the walls were prefabricated blocks
made elsewhere, but the specialists
told me that it was plastered with a
trowel and polished manually on site.
Sure enough, when | looked closely, |
was able to confirm slight curvature
on the surface. | also found out that
the black terrazzo in the area where
the wall meets the floor was done in
a two-level construction, curved por-
tion jointed manually with blocks
added on top.

Terrazzo around the
campus

Among the terrazzo works observed
in buildings other than the University
Hall, those in the Diffendorfer Memo-
rial Hall East Wing, which was built
by Mr. Vories, and the Seabury Me-
morial Chapel, are most distinctive.
Then, of course, we have the Main
Library, which was built by Mr. An-
tonin Raymond, the chief architect
who succeeded Mr. Vories. The floor
of the Diffendorfer Memorial Hall's
foyer (3¢4) is inlaid with natural
marble slabs, giving it a beautiful fin-
ish worthy of appreciation. This is a
technique called crazy paving com-
monly used in balconies or garden
paths, where marble slabs of various
sizes are placed like a jigsaw puzzle.
In the case of indoor flooring, polish-
ing and leveling many irregular slabs
must have called for a high level of
technical capability. The stones were
not domestic, but procured from Italy
and other countries. We also found
that the areas that appear as if a sin-
gle big black stone is fitted in were,
on close inspection, inset with many
small stones, stones with complex
shapes were deliberately chosen, or
the edges of the stones were made
into a zigzag shape. These revealed
the craftsman’ s imaginativeness
and taste, which you would not have
realized unless pointed out by some-
one who knows about it. We could in
all respects call this a work of art.

Typically, terrazzo is made by mixing
in crushed stones into cement, and

pouring the mixture in paste form
into a metal frame. This is called
poured-in-place terrazzo as the ter-
razzo is made on site. Depending on
the construction place, terrazzo
blocks prefabricated to required siz-
es in a plant are brought in for con-
struction. The handrail in the stairwell
of the Main Library building is made
of hollowed-out channel-type terraz-
zo blocks. This shaping requires a
high level of technical skill and its fit
with the adjoining parts is also ex-
ceptionally delicate, as per the visi-
tors. (3%5) Further, the handrail in
the other stairwell appears to have
no joints from the top floor to the
basement. Apparently, the mixture
was poured into a wooden mold or
plastered on site and then polished
to achieve uniform finish without any
trace of joint.

Going off-track a bit. The terrazzo
floor of the Library (3%¢6) has a dia-
mond pattern. You might also notice
that the front approach to the en-
trance of the Main Library, and the
outdoor concrete floor between the
Main Library and the Othmer Library
also have diamond patterns. In fact,
under the library floor, where you
cannot see, there are girders to sup-
port the weight, laid out in dia-
mond-shaped mesh form. This was a
method used to support the weight
of the bookshelves and the diagonal
placement enables the load on the
floor to be dispersed effectively to
the pillar. There is no need to apply
the same patterns to the floor and
the girders, but Mr. Raymond proba-
bly wanted to express the dia-
mond-shaped framing that he adopt-
ed under the terrazzo floor.

The other day, | had an opportunity
to visit Rikkyo Niiza High School in
Niiza, Saitama. St. Paul’ s Chapel (
#%7) at the front entrance of the
school is a famous building designed
by Mr. Raymond who had designed
the ICU Library. The ICU Library was
completed in 1960, and St. Paul’ s
Chapel was completed around the
same period in 1963. The pattern of
the chapel entrance path is also dia-
mond-shaped. While the building de-
signs are entirely different, | discov-
ered the same signature of Mr.
Raymond on both sites.

Reference materials:

Dairiseki, terrazzo gojunen no ayumi (Fifty years
of marble and terrazzo) (The Building Stone As-
sociation of Japan, 1965)

Aru tochi no monogatari (The story of a land)
by Eiichiro Kabashima (Hokuju Shuppan, 2019)
Terrazzo sample pictures: Nomura-Kogyo Cor-
poration website

Architectural drawing of the Main Library: Fa-
cilities Management Division, ICU
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Chino put to work the education
acquired at ICU in her expatriate
life, obtained her doctorate in her
fifties and still continues to study
and teach English literature. At
ICU, she facilitated friendship and
fellowship with her second alma
mater, University of California, Ir-
vine, and received the University’s
Chancellor award in 1997. She has
been involved in the establishment
and running of the Pedilavium So-
ciety, an academic research group,
for more than 40 years and has also
set up the Peace Bell Scholarship in
memory of professor D.S. Brewer.
She also published “Shakespeare’s
Time, Our Time” in November 2019.
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The Alumni News can now be delivered under joint names.
If you and your family currently receive multiple copies of the Alumni News and

prefer not to receive more than one copy, please submit the address change form from our website.
If you would like to cancel the joint names, please use the message section of the same form.

The update of your contact information from the same form is always appreciated.
https://www.icualumni.com/to_alumni/register/
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Online Sakura Festival 2021 March 27, 2021
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The Sakura Festival 2021 will be held online.
Join us from anywhere in the world,
crossing geographical distance.

With the arrival of spring, the ICU
Alumni  Association will hold the
"Sakura Festival 2021." The festival,
marking the 16th of this year, is an an-
nual comprehensive event consisting
of a general assembly, a celebration
of the 50th anniversary of graduation,
and a DAY award (*) ceremony. Each
year it has provided a wonderful op-
portunity for alumni to gather enjoy-
ing and renewing friendship on cam-
pus under beautiful cherry blossoms.
Last year, we decided at the last min-

ute to hold only an online general as-
sembly in view of the spread of COV-
ID-19. This year, as the containment of
the pandemic still cannot be foreseen,
we have decided to make it a compre-
hensive online event. It will be a great
opportunity for people who have dif-
ficulty visiting the campus physical-
ly. We will prepare the latest updates
about the association’s activities and
the university. We are looking for-
ward to welcoming more alumni to this
year’s event.
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*DAY (Distinguished Alumni of the Year) Awards

DAY awards are conferred every year on graduates, former faculty and staff, and anyone affiliated with
the university, who have contributed to enhancing the recognition or appeal of the university or the alumni
association. The awards were presented to five graduates for their distinguished services this year.

Date : Saturday, March 27, 2021

Time: 13:00 - 15:30 (Zoom opens at 12:45)

Style: Online (Zoom)
Program:
13:00-14:15 (Part1)

General Assembly, 50th Anniversary Celebration of Graduation, etc.

14:15 - 14:30 Break

14:30 - 15:30 (Part2) DAY Award Ceremony
15:30 - 16:30 50th Anniversary Celebration Breaking Session (each class)

*All the programs will be in Japanese.

RSVP via the webform

by March 14: https:// forms.gle/DQgZPvk8deYhcUGg6
For details, please visit our homepage: https://www.icualumni.com

For inquiry, please contact aaoffice@icualumni.com

HMICOZEEL TS, ABS Web U1 & IHEBZSL,
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DAYE (Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award)
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S8R SUZUKI, Katsuaki (25 ID81)
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Katsuaki Suzuki is one of the most renowned researchers in Japan in the field of instructional
design. As a professor and Director of Research Center for Instructional Systems at Kumamoto
University, as well as the president of Japan Society for Educational Technology, he has been
successfully educating and training instructional designers in Japan, contributing to the effec-
tive use of technology especially when COVID-19 had forced schools to go online in 2020.
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After joining McKinsey & Company in 1987, Itaru Tanimura ascended to Partner by 1999,
founded M3 in 2000 as its CEO. M3 operates a specialized web portal for medical profession-
als, now with 290,000 members covering over 90% of physicians in Japan. Additionally, its
overseas operations across 10+ countries have amassed a network of 5.9 million members,
which account for roughly half of all 12 million physicians across the globe. Consolidated
sales for FY2020 reached 130.9 billion yen, generated by M3’ s 7,127 employees. Most re-
cently in 2020, contribution via COVID-19 initiatives included projects such as "co-develop-
ment and provision of an Al based CT imaging COVID-19 diagnostic tool with AliBaba, across
100 medical sites," "provision of a remote visitation system at visitation restricted hospitals, in
collaboration with Sony," and "distribution of 2.5 million free face masks to medical sites."

IR F 43 KODAMA, Harumi (35 ID91/G1994)
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Harumi Kodama is the first female representative of Asian Development Bank in Japan. She
spent half of her elementary school days and all of her highschool time in the U.S.A. It was
only natural for her to choose ICU and ICU Graduate School where she majored in interna-
tional relations. Her work career began as a legislative aide to a Member of Japanese Parlia-
ment, where she engaged in negotiations with various governments, UN and other interna-
tional organizations, followed by JOICFP(international NGO), United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) who recruited her in recognition of her achievements and then ADB.

SBHEZ SAKAI Lina (39 ID95)
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After graduating from ICU, Lina Sakai joined a Japanese bank. After that, she changed jobs to
a foreign securities company, but became interested in fermentation technology and entered
the Department of Applied Biological Sciences, Tokyo University of Agriculture at the age of
32. Graduated in 2009. From the following year, she participated in a demonstration experiment
of a rice ethanolization project using a fallow field in Oshu City, lwate Prefecture. As a result of
the demonstration experiment, she proposed to sell ethanol, which was not profitable as a fuel,
as a raw material for cosmetics, and in 2013, she took over the business from the city's re-
search business. Currently, in addition to selling ethanol made from organically grown rice and
food waste as a raw material for cosmetics, she also manufactures cosmetics and miscella-
neous goods in-house. In 2019, her business was also selected for the Ministry of Economy,
Trade and Industry's start-up company support program "J-Startup".

HIFHEEF MATSUZAKI, Eigo (47 ID03)
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Eigo Matsuzaki is Managing Director and Executive Director of Japan Blind Football Associa-
tion. During his ICU days, he happened to experience blind football and was impressed by it.
He has supported activities even after his graduation while working for companies such as
Diamond Inc.In 2007, Eigo quitted his job and joined Japan Blind Football Association as full-
time Executive Director. Since then Eigo is working hard to build the society where visually
impaired persons naturally live together with visually able persons.
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