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From the University
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ICU Archives provides a series of articles for this section.

We hope these stories will give you an opportunity to learn about the history of ICU,
looking back on those times when you studied here and discovering facts which you were not aware of till now.

X : #ILEEE ICUF7—H1TFX) Text by Tatsuhiko Matsuyama (ICU Archives)

BFTHERMOSZ4EE LEREE
/ Students and Prof. Iwao Ayusawa at ICU Language Institute

FZ U8 —THRZELHFPT

ICUSZLOHE (HiRE SRETEL)
/ An ICU Milk bottle (the ICU
Hachiro Yuasa Memorial
Museum collection)

&5 A LDOFEE / Sowing corn

19715 K% D475 / Last cows in 1971

/ Tilling the field with a tractor

BinERDR

FIDEHEHETIRIKSA
/ Mr. Munekata bottling milk
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Have you heard of ICU Milk? It is
the milk produced at the ICU farm in
the early days of the university. Jersey
cows, a type of dairy cow rare in Ja-
pan in those days, bore milk that was
rich in fat. One sad that the milk did
not spill even the bottle is held up-
side down, with the lid opened. Look-
ing into the archives documents, we
were surprised to know the size of the
farm at that time. South-end area of
the present Nogawa Park, and the ar-
ea stretching from the Musashino Park
to the Driver’s License Center roughly
add up to the size of the current ICU
Mitaka campus. There was also the
evidence of the planned wheat field
at the present ICU High School area,
plus the university football and base-
ball ground. ICU might have been a
campus surrounded by a huge farm
and fields. What was the purpose of
this big farm plan? We have some
clues for the answer in our archival
documents.

According to the Journal of the Uni-
versity Committee on Organization in
1947, during the preparation period for
a new university, while the school site
selection was ongoing, 4 departments
were considered to compose the col-
lege; Theology, Literature, Science,
and Agriculture. “Received an offer for
donation of 100,000 yen from Mr. To-
rizo Kurosawa of Hokkaido,” the jour-
nal also says. Torizo Kurosawa, born
in 1885, was a Christian educator, a
dairy farmer, a member of the House
of Representatives, and the founder
of the Rakuno Gakuen University. As
a youth, he joined the relief work to
save the pollution victims affected by
the Ashio Copper Mine, following the
leaders such as Shozo Tanaka, Kanzo
Uchimura, and later moved to Hokkai-
do wheré he established himself as a
dairy farmer. He came to be known as
the father of dairy and livestock farm-
ing, who founded the Hokkaido Dairy
Cooperative, which subsequently be-
came Snow Brand Milk Products Co.,
Ltd. As per Rakuno gakuen shi (Raku-
no Gakuen History), “Kurosawa had
long decided on establishing an agri-
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cultural college as a part of an univer-
sity ... to provide the higher-level ag-
ricultural research and education, and
moved to Tokyo in June 1947, where
he held discussions with (ICU) offi-
cials and expressed the desire to es-
tablish the college after explaining the
overview of the plan ... and joined the
Board of Trustees meetings in June
the same year where the proposal was
approved.” “ICU’s plan changed after
that, as it came to launch as a liberal
arts college .... As a consequence, he
applied and gained a permission for
two-year vocational school under Ra-
kuno Gakuen University which soon
became a junior college.”

The change of the plan for a liber-
al arts college is said to be first con-
veyed at the first meeting of the Board
of Trustees and the Board of Coun-
cilors held at the YMCA Tozanso in
Gotemba in June 1949. The name of
Mr. Kurosawa, who had been active-
ly involved till then, became less vis-
ible around this time and the name
is not included in the attendee list of
the meeting. The information regard-
ing the plan change had supposedly
been shared among the main mem-
bers of the foundation in advance. The
fact that the Mitaka campus actively
pushed forward the farming and dairy
farming projects even after the agricul-
tural department plan had been aban-
doned maybe because of the demand
of the times. Agricultural labor short-
age in Japan reached 2 million, by the
mobilization of soldiers for the Pacific
War. The lingering effect of food short-
age had continued till that time. The
ICU farm would function as a research
field for farming welfare as well as a
measure to secure affordable food for
the faculty, staff and students living on
campus as a byproduct of the farm
products production and sales.

The exact date on which the farm
opened is unknown, but organized
farming had already started in the
spring of 1952. | was fortunate enough
to interview Mr. Masasuke Munekata,
who engaged in dairy production at
the farm for more than 10 years from
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the early days, and to hear on his ex-
perience at the farm. Mr. Munekata
came to ICU from Hokkaido in 1952 at
his age of 20 after graduating from the
aforementioned Rakuno Gakuen Dairy
Academy Junior College along with
two other graduates in response to re-
cruitment. When they reached after two
days of traveling, President Hachiro Yu-
asa himself came to receive them. He
came in a car looked somewhat like
a commercial-use van. Mr. Munekata
and colleagues stayed at the annex of
Kuni House, which is said to be a villa
which had belonged to Prince Naruhiko
Higashikuni located in the area near
the American School now. They were
provided everything from bedding to
bowls, which was very helpful, accord-
ing to Mr. Munekata.

Initially the farm did not have live-
stock, so Mr. Munekata, who special-
ized in dairy farming, also engaged in
crop farming, but the situation has to-
tally changed in following May as sev-
eral hundreds of chicks arrived from
the United States. Mr. Munekata and
two other farmhands took care of the
chicks in the fast-built cage made by
the woodcraft staff, placing it in their
kitchen floor, round the clock. In Oc-
tober, fifteen heads of cattle, six pigs,
and seven sheep donated by a Califor-
nian farmer, Mr. Greenough reached the
farm. Eleven of the cows were pregnant
and a baby rush was expected. Veter-
inary doctor Mr. Kurihara newly joined
with his family, and the farm sudden-
ly got lively. The main building of Kuni
House was used as a temporary male
student dorm. The students became
close to the young farm staff living next
door and voluntarily helped with their
farm works. The students even worked
together to arrange the wedding cere-
mony of Mr. Munekata. The story that
the students charged the mother of
the bridegroom who came from Hok-
kaido, for entering the tea party has
been handed down as an example of
the excessive sense of equality at ICU.
The cafeteria staff also helped with the
cost of the wedding and the university
offered its official vehicle to the Tokyo
Station for Mr. Munekata and his wife
to go on their honeymoon trip to Atami.
| learned from the interview that there
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was a community that can be called the
ICU family.

In the initial days, they worked with-
out sleep. Starting with the cleaning of
the cow shed in early morning, they
milked cows, pasteurized milk, bottled
it, harvested grass, and chopped corn
that was grown as feed and stored it in
an open-air silo. The milk of the Jersey
cows is rich in fat and it is best suit-
ed for making butter and fresh cream.
Their teats are small and can produce
only a half of what Holstein cows would
produce, making production very in-
efficient. The farm afterwards adopt-
ed Holsteins and held as many as 50
to 60 cows then. The milk was pasteur-
ized for 30 minutes at 62 degrees Cel-
sius using steam from the boiler at the
milk plant adjacent to the university caf-
eteria and bottled. ICU milk was deliv-
ered and sold on campus and loca-
tions in and around Osawa in addition
to the Tokyo Union Theological Semi-
nary in Mure, Tokyo Sanitarium Hospi-
tal in Ogikubo, and ICU Tokyo Office in
Kyobunkwan.

Most of ICU’s farming project was
shut down with the opening of the ICU
Golf Course in 1964. Japan’s extraor-
dinary economic growth made food in-
cluding eggs and dairy products af-
fordable to everyone with cheaper price.
By 1971, all cows were sold to Minami-
gaoka Dairy in Nasu. Mr. Kurihara, the
veterinarian, also moved to the farm
counting on his close friend. Mr. Yuka-
wa, who was looking after the cows, al-
so followed Mr. Kurihara. Mr. Munekata
hurt his back, and when apprised of the
situation, the university transferred him
to an administrative division in August
1965. After then, he worked at sever-
al departments and closed his 40 years
of ICU life in 1992 at his retirement. The
ICU Golf Course was sold to the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government in 1970s and
became the Tokyo Metropolitan Noga-
wa Park, which is still loved by the local
residents as a place for relaxation. We
can no longer find any remains of the
farm there, but | could see the visions
of the peaceful exchange of the farm
neighborhoods, while feeling the wind
come across the lawn on my cheek.
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Expert of Health Economics and
Professor of Hitotsubashi Universi-
ty Graduate School of Economics.
Also Director for Asian Public Policy
Program, School of International and
Public Policy. After ICU, she received
Ph.D. in Economics at Wisconsin Uni-
versity Madison then joined the World
Bank. Her main research subjects are
primary care with a balance between
quality of healthcare and budget allo-
cation, and healthcare under uncer-
tain circumstances. Since the Corona
pandemic started, she has been pro-
actively speaking out about a better
medical care system to manage such
situations. She is also active beyond
academic areas, including being ap-
pointed to Government’s tax com-
mission member, member of Board of
Governors for NHK etc.
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A journalist, Senior Staff Writer at
the Asahi Shimbun Newspapers, the
2021 recipient of the Japan Nation-
al Press Club Award, which is given
to Japan's leading journalists. She
was highly praised for her "long-term
coverage and reporting on the reali-
ties of societies.” Her coverage tar-
gets include the Japanese children
and women left behind in China after
WWII, abused children, patients with
hereditary intractable diseases, vic-
tims of sexual violence, and girls sold
to brothels at the age of 12, infect-
ed with HIV, and sheltered by a Thai
NGO. As you see from the 1554 let-
ters received from readers from 1995
to the date of the award, those arti-
cles have reached the hearts of read-
ers and have received great support.
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Momona Otsuka is CEO (Chief Envi-
ronmental Officer) of BIG EYE COM-
PANY, located in Kamikatsu-cho, a
small town in Tokushima known for
the Japan’s first town which made
“zero waste” declaration in 2003. She
is currently managing the town’s key
facility for “zero waste” called Kami-
katsu Zero Waste Center, consisting
of recycling waste bins & stock yard,
learning center, collaborative labora-
tory, and the accommodation facility,
and has successfully gathered over
1,200 people from all over Japan in
one year to the town with a popula-
tion of 1,500.
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Former Chairman and President of
Tokyo Electron Limited. During the
ICU era, he mainly studied philosophy
and economic history, and after grad-
uating from ICU went on to graduate
school at Tokyo Metropolitan Univer-
sity (Japanese economic history) and
aspired to be a researcher. Howev-
er, after enrolling in graduate school
for four years, he joined Tokyo Elec-
tron Limited, a venture company at
the time, at the age of 27. He was
appointed president at the age of 46
and has grown the company into a
global semiconductor manufactur-
ing equipment manufacturer. In addi-
tion to serving as chairman of indus-
try groups in Japan and around the
world, he has also served as chair-
man of the Semiconductor and Digital
Industry Strategy Review Conference
of the Ministry of Economy, Trade and
Industry. Awarded with the Order of
the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver Star
in 2020. In April 2021, he was the first
alum to write “My Personal History”
(watashi no rirekisho) on the Nikkei
Newspaper.
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Studied International Law at ICU.
Joined CBS/Sony (now Sony Music
Entertainment (Japan) Inc. (SMEJ)) af-
ter graduation. Moved to SMEJ’s New
York office in 1994. Appointed Pres-
ident and Chief Operating Officer of
Sony Computer Entertainment Ameri-
cain 1999 and became President and
Group Chief Operating Officer of So-
ny Computer Entertainment (Now So-
ny Interactive Entertainment) in 2006.
In 2009, became EVP, Sony Corpo-
ration (Now Sony Group Corpora-
tion). After appointed Executive Dep-
uty President in 2011, promoted to
President and CEO in 2012 whereby
achieving a historic turn around. He
became Senior Advisor, Sony Group
Corporation in 2019. Published “Rec-
reating Sony” (tentative title in Eng-
lish) in 2021 and all proceeds will be
donated through ‘Project KIBO (Hope
in English)’, which was launched by
himself to eliminate child poverty and
educational disparities. Greatly con-
tributed to increasing the ICU name
recognition and actively contributed
to ICU and Alumni Association activ-
ities.
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Known as one of the most revered
and accomplished theologists in Ja-
pan. He also plays a role as the men-
tor for ICU alumni engaged in mis-
sionary, social works, and education
at various Christian institutions. His
current literary works include “A Com-
mentary on the Book of Job” and a
series of authorship of the Old Tes-
tament. His accomplishment is not
limited to the publication of numer-
ous dissertations, teaching, preach-
ing, and missionary activities at ICU
but also extends to the lectures, sym-
posiums, and preaching at church-
es outside of ICU. His unique scope
of theological academism embraces
sociology, politics, humanities, poet-
ry, and Japanology which might have
stemmed from the “liberal arts” nur-
tured at ICU.
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