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TO: All Students

ICU Archives provides a series of articles for this section from the last issue. We hope these stories will give you an opportunity to learn about the
history of ICU, looking back on those times when you studied here and discovering facts which you were not aware of till now.

Text by Tatsuhiko Matsuyama (ICU Archives)

The Enduring University of
Tomorrow

| had an opportunity to participate in
the New Student Retreat, which was
held at a hotel in the foothills of the Yat-
sugatake Mountains between October
28-29, 2022. This was the first time in
three years that the retreat was held in
person, off-campus. Under the theme
of “Live and Let Live,” the objective of
the retreat was to discuss peace, and |
was invited to lead one of the special
programs devised by faculty. In his key-
note speech, Dr. Hirotaka Takeuchi,
Chair of the ICU Board of Trustees,
spoke of the beginnings of ICU and his
relationship with the university. In the
panel discussion that followed, the pan-
elists, including a student representa-
tive, engaged in a passionate dialogue
on peace. The retreat reaffirmed the tra-
ditional uniqueness of ICU.

During the course of their studies, ICU
students have many opportunities—re-
treats, convocations, university events,
lectures, programs, and conversations
with faculty—to learn about and discuss
the ICU’s purpose and the way of being.
We are constantly asking ourselves what
ICU’s ideals are and what we must do to
achieve them. | looked through the
university’s archives for messages from
the university to the students in search
of answers to these key questions. First
is an excerpt from Dr. Hachiro Yuasa’s
message in the 7952 /CU Prospects,
published one year before the university’s
founding. Dr. Yuasa was the first presi-
dent of ICU.

ICU, the University of Tomorrow

ICU is the university of tomorrow. It is a
place of learning designed for tomorrow’s
world and its people. This is how I
would describe ICU’s uniqueness. Edu-
cation will not succeed if you ignore cul-
tural traditions and forget the realities of
history. At the same time, education will
not bear fruit if we insist on adhering to
tradition and only respond to what is in
front of us. This is why ICU attempts to
transcend history while responding to it.
From /CU Prospects

A university that transcends history.
From this message written in 1952, we
can feel Dr. Yuasa’s regret over the
events of the Second World War and his
strong determination to achieve world
peace and order, a lofty goal for the
times. His message is a call to action
filled with extraordinary energy and
hope that could be heard not only within
ICU but from the numerous post-war
social movements seeking a better fu-
ture. The students who read this mes-
sage must have felt the weight of the re-
sponsibility placed on them to shape the
future.

The /, the C, and the U

The following excerpts touch on the
meaning behind and in this order of
each alphabet of ICU: | (International-
ism), C (Christianity), and U (University’s
academic mission). First is an excerpt of
the late Professor Akira Hoshino’s ex-
planation of internationalism.

One of my requests to the new stu-

dents joining ICU is to see your learning
at the university as enculturation, an en-
try to an unknown third culture, and do
your best in this endeavor. You need to
find a way to thrive in the international
world, which means you cannot stick to
what works only in Japan or imitate
what other countries are doing. Interna-
tionalism means more than simply being
proficient in English, becoming an extro-
vert, or being knowledgeable on world
affairs. It means becoming an indepen-
dent person with the mindset and the
ability to understand and empathize with
people of any nationality, even though
their beliefs, positions, and wishes may
differ from yours. Your time at ICU is
fundamental training to ensure you do
not adopt a nationalistic or ethnocentric
stance on an international stage.
From What [ learned from my encounter
and relationship with another culture
(Memorial lecture at the 1989 matricula-
tion ceremony)

At the root of any conflict is the ten-
dency of humans to assume that they
and their community are superior and
ignore, exclude, or attack those outside
their community. Professor Hoshino saw
ICU’s internationalism as training to end
such discrimination and prevent con-
flicts. Next is an excerpt from Our Chris-
tian Commitment in the student hand-
book explaining Christianity in the
context of ICU.

In education, the knowledge we ac-
quire is not the ultimate goal. There is a
greater purpose, such as using that
knowledge to improve society. From this
perspective, knowledge, faith, and ac-
tion should be unified by its nature. ICU
does not seek to convert its students to
Christianity, but we call on them to open
their eyes to God and his power in their
daily lives as students and as members
of society. To seek the truth and commit
to that belief. This is the challenge the
university asks of its students.

What kind of university challenges its
students? | do not know of any other
university that does that. It is fascinat-
ing. The following is an excerpt from an
article on general education, which ICU
places great importance on, published
in the new student orientation booklet
1964 University Philosophy and ICU Ed-
ucation. 1t was written by the late Pro-
fessor Yoshito Shinoto when he was the

Dean of the College of Liberal Arts.

It seems that Japanese universities
have not done a very good job of teach-
ing general education. The late Dr. Yuki-
toki Takikawa once said that the new
education system is determined by the
success or the failure of general educa-
tion, and that he had yet to hear a suc-
cess story. He said that the lack of text-
books, facilities, and teachers
contributed to this failure. | would like to
add to these reasons that people had
not fully studied and lacked understand-
ing the concept of general education.

General education was introduced
into post-war Japanese universities to
make improvements to the past system.
The education that had aimed to foster
a hierarchy of nationalistic leaders and
bureaucrats led to Japan’s moderniza-
tion and its eventual catastrophe. Gen-
eral education came about from this
painful experience of the past.

General education is not about pro-
viding specialized knowledge or techni-
cal training: it is about teaching students
how to think, developing the ability to
understand what education can accom-
plish, and equipping them with the nec-
essary general knowledge to thrive as
working members of society. It is neither
a subsidiary nor a prerequisite to a spe-
cialized education. They are related, but
general education must exist as its own.
ICU is a liberal arts college and should
be a place that offers general education
for the purpose mentioned earlier.

From University Philosophy and ICU Ed-
ucation — For new students (1964)

The above excerpt talks about the ap-
proach to general education, which is
the core of ICU education. As part of the
post-war education reform, the Kyoyobu
(general education courses) was estab-
lished mainly in public universities to of-
fer general education to first and sec-
ond-year students. However, unlike
proper liberal arts colleges, the depart-
ment ended up with only giving students
the fundamental knowledge of each
specialized field, which went on for
nearly 30 years. It was an apparent fail-
ure of the system. Today, many universi-
ties offer liberal arts courses, but very
few offer them as a holistic foundational
program.

The Essence of ICU

Lastly, the following is an excerpt of
the late Professor Yozo Yokota’'s
thoughts on the uniqueness of ICU.

What makes ICU unique? Is it the
small-size classes, emphasis on general
education, high female-student ratio, in-
ternationalism, English education, large
green campus, or on-campus staff resi-
dence and its community? But these are
what one sees from the outside. They
are what a camera would capture if we

took a photo of ICU. When people de-
scribe ICU this way, | would like to tell
them that there is something more at
the depth than what you see. And when
you think about it, these characteristics
may not always be seen positively. Is
English something one needs to go out
of their way to learn in higher educa-
tion? Isn’t a university a place mainly for
specialized learning? Can students en-
gage in a rigorous study of social issues
in a place resembling a forest park? For
me, ICU’s uniqueness lies in the display-
ing of these characteristics without the
fear of being misunderstood or receiving
prejudice in Japan’s turbulent post-way
education setting. Not that English edu-
cation is the characteristic of ICU, but
we have thought hard and be deter-
mined that English must be taught in the
present-day Japan and so have made it
one of the pillars of our curriculum.
Education in Japan since the Meiji pe-
riod has been a formal success, but ed-
ucation for the sake of the nation col-
lapsed with Japan’s defeat in the
Second World War. And the post-war
education system, which championed
democracy, is also beset by problems.
The education reform focused only on
an institutional aspect. Advocating
wrong laissez-faire, the system left the
educators to teach as they saw fit with-
out any guidance. This approach let ed-
ucation fell into a tool to achieve status,
money, and honor by winning the uni-
versity entrance exam war. On the other
hand, ICU has been enriching its pro-
grams and facilities to fulfill its educa-
tional mission of fostering people with
an international mindset who will serve
God and the people. ICU is not a facility,
a building, or a campus. It is a commu-
nity of students and teachers with ide-
als, integrity, and enthusiasm. It is an in-
tellectual exchange for this community. |
believe ICU has embraced and execut-
ed this idea from the beginning.
/CU and Its Uniqueness (From Memorial
lecture at the 1977 ICU matriculation
ceremony)

A university is defined by its philoso-
phy and purpose and not by its facilities
or programs, which are simply tools for
achieving its vision. ICU has never for-
gotten its founding spirit; the mission
that has been upheld to date. That is the
value of ICU. We can see from the ar-
chives that the university has engaged
in discussions on “What is ICU?” in
countless occasions since its founda-
tion. “What is liberal arts?” “How does a
university contribute to the world?” and
“What does it mean to be human?” We
must keep asking ourselves these ques-
tions as it is our raison d’etre. When
these questions cease to be asked, ICU
may also cease to exist.
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Social worker. Specified non-prof-
it organization CHARM (Center for
Health and Rights of Migrants) Secre-
tary General.

After graduating from ICU, she worked
at the Japan YWCA. Then she stud-
ied social work practice at a universi-
ty in the Philippines. After returning
to Japan, she consistently engaged in
activities to support foreign residents
in Japan. She has been involved in
launching multilingual telephone con-
sultation coordinator and the estab-
lishment of the Kyoto Bazaar Café for
employment support, since 2002 as
the secretary general of CHARM, she
has implemented programs to protect
the health and human rights of foreign
residents in Japan.

Through her wisdom, dialogue, and
moving by herself, she builds up dai-
ly "Support on a small scale that can-
not be systematized". In September
2022, she served as the first female
president of the 73rd General Assem-
bly of the Japan Christian Medical As-
sociation, which was held under the
theme of "Foreigners in Japan and
Medical Care — To Leave No One Be-
hind -."
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JICA’s Senior Adviser for peacebuild-
ing in the Sahel Region in Senegal.
After majoring in education and psy-
chology at ICU, she earned a mas-
ter's degree in education from Har-
vard University and a Ph.D. from the
UCL Institute of Education. As a ca-
reer start, she worked on education
and early childhood education at an
NGO and UNICEF office in Zimbabwe.
After switching to JICA, she engaged
in educational development mainly in
the African region as an international
cooperation specialist. After that, she
returned to UNICEF, overseeing the
South East and Central and West Afri-
ca Regional Offices. In 2015, She was
appointed as Director of the UNESCO
IICBA (International Institute for Ca-
pacity Building in Africa). In 2020, she
received the Foreign Minister's Com-
mendation for her many years of con-
tribution to the African educational
community and her achievements as
a bridge between Japan and Africa.
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Executive Board member and Ex-
ecutive Director of Media of Nippon
Hoso Kyokai (NHK, known in Eng-
lish as Japan Broadcasting Corpora-
tion). During her time at ICU, she stud-
ied communication and joined NHK in
1986 after graduating from ICU. She
worked as a reporter in Sendai Broad-
casting Station and Political News Di-
vision before taking on a career in in-
ternational relations. She later served
as Head of Kobe Broadcasting Sta-
tion then Head of NHK WORLD. Since
2020 she has been a board member
of NHK and led the effort to reform the
human resource management as well
as to promote D&l. In 2022, she was
appointed Executive Director of Me-
dia, responsible for NHK’s all media
operations, including news and pro-
gram production, digital services, and
events. Being the first woman to hold
this position in NHK’s history, she has
been a leader in promoting diversity
and a driving force in the transforma-
tion of NHK.

Having lived in Paris as a child and
studying in the U.S. in high school and
college, she remains highly interested
in international exchange. She enjoys
watching stage performances and is
highly knowledgeable about Ningyo
Joruri Bunraku, Japanese traditional
puppet theater.
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Representative director of Pathways
Japan. Graduated from ICU in 1991,
majoring in religion and philosophy
in the humanities department. After
working for a company, he has been
stationed in Afghanistan as an NGO
employee since 2002 and has also
worked in humanitarian assistance in
Iran, Palestine, Syria, Myanmar, etc.
Since 2016, he has been a Project
Manager for Refugee Admission at
Japan Association for Refugees, he
has supported the admission of Syr-
ian youths as international students
at ICU and other universities and lan-
guage schools in Japan. In 2021, he
was involved in the establishment of
Pathways Japan after receiving the
transfer of the project from Japan As-
sociation for Refugees. In 2022, to-
gether with JICUF, under the name of
“Japan-Ukraine Education Pathways”
he mainly carries out activities to ad-
mit Ukrainian students to Japanese
universities and language schools.
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