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Baptized at ICU church in 1978 (Rev. Yasuo Furuya).

After graduating from ICU in 1979 and Graduate School in Education in 1981,

Rieko Aoki worked in Tokyo YWCA from 1981 and Japan YWCA from 1986 in the
field of youth and women empowerment. She then went to the Philippines to study
about social welfare for migrants for three years and started to work as a
Coordinator for hotline service for foreigners in Kyoto YWCA in 1992. She then
joined to establish Bazaar Café, a workplace for foreigners and started Center for
Health and Rights of Migrants (CHARM) from 2002. President of Japan Christian
Medical Association for the year 2022.
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After teaching ot rural secondary schools in Kenya and Zimbabwe, Yumiko
Yokozeki worked as an assistant project officer for education and early childhood
development in UNICEF, Zimbabwe. Then, she was engaged in educational
development mainly in the African region as a senior adviser for JICA. After
working for JICA for |7 years, she returned to UNICEF as Education Chief at two
African regional offices. In April 2015, she moved to UNESCO to head UNESCO
IICBA and contributed to teacher development and peacebuilding in Africa. She
has lived in Africa for 30 years and has visited almost all African countries. After
retiring from the United Nations, she has been working in Senegal for Sahel
region's peacebuilding since November 2022.
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HAYASHI Rie joined NHK in 1986. She started her career as news reporter for
politics and international affairs. After working with various international
organizations in broadcasting industry as liaison officer, as well as being involved
in NHK”s corporate planning, she was appointed in 2015, as Head of Global
Strategy, NHK WORLD. In 2017, she was assigned as Director of Kobe Station,
and then assumed post of Director, NHK WORLD. In 2020 she joined the
Executive Board as Senior Director, responsible for human resources and diversity.
As of April 25, 2022, she was promoted to Executive Director, responsible for all
media operations of NHK.
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After working for a company, Norimasa Orii has been working in humanitarian
and refugee assistance in countries including Afghanistan, Iran, Palestine, Syria
and Myanmar. Since 2016, he has been a Project Manager for Refugee Admission
ot Japan Association for Refugees, where he has supported the admission of
Syrian youths as international students at universities and language schools in
Japan. In 2021, he was involved in the establishment of Pathways Japan and
became Representative Director after the transfer of the project from Japan
Association for Refugees. Since then, he has been involved in admission of
refugees from Afghanistan and Ukraine in addition to Syria and supporting higher
education for refugees He is a member of the Global Taskforce on Third Country
Education Pathways and holds a Master's degree in Global and Asian Politics.
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I work with a civic organization Center for Health and Rights of Migrants
(CHARM). The organization aims for “Heath for all” and provides individual
support as well as creating environment where foreign nationals residing in Japan
have smooth access to health and medical services.

CHARM started with an individual who was brought to hospital as an emergency
patient. She was Thai and had developed AIDS. She did not have legal document
to stay in Japan and was not a member of Health Insurance. Medical professionals
who witnessed the reality of foreigners who cannot go to hospital for various
reasons established CHARM to provide more holistic care from information,
consultation, language support and belongingness.

I remember reading World Declaration of Human Rights at our commencement
ceremony and was explained ICU is a training ground to acquire sense and attitude
to live concepts of Freedom, Dignity and Rights. And I did through numerous
encounters with professors, friends and natural environment during ICU days. Such
an unique training ground with a broad vision is very unique and I am thankful as
well as proud to be a part of ICU.
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I am grateful for receiving the DAY Award. ICU is a unique university and I hope
all students will take advantage of the opportunity while they are here. I
remember coming to ICU in April 1976 with the cherry blossoms in full bloom. At
the third women' dormitory (3WD), I met wonderful seniors and fellow students
whom I still keep in touch with. When I looked around, there were many “eccentric”
people, including myself. ICU, located in the wilderness of Musashino, calmly
welcomed and embraced diverse young people from all over Japan and beyond. The
period of intensive English course in the Freshman year was a valuable time to think
about what we wanted to study afterwards.

ICU was also a place that nurtured the "resilience" that allowed us to pick
ourselves up and start walking after we made a mistake and fell. I believe that the
university itself has also repeatedly molted and grown.

I became interested in development and Africa while studying at a Quaker
College in the US taking a leave from ICU. I have been working for development
ever since. I have lived in Africa for over 30 years and have been to almost all of
the 54 countries. I now consider myself slightly more African than Japanese, calling
myself a “Japanese African”. After retiring from the United Nations in October last
year, I was given the opportunity to work for peacebuilding in the Sahel region of
Africa with JICA. I have also “graduated” from education, which was my area of
specialization, and am now studying peacebuilding. It seems that I keep molting.

Learning from the devastations of the World War II, ICU was born as a
“university of tfomorrow” for reconciliation and peace; for Japanese and
international students to learn and live together to build a peaceful world. The
world today is even more threatened than it was in the 1930s and 1940s. I would
like us all to think about what a university that was established in the 20th century
for "reconciliation and peace" for humankind, can do for "living together and
coexistence" in the 2 |st century.
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I would like to express my deepest gratitude to receive the prestigious
Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award. It is such an honor that my alma mater,
which I love, recognized my achievements.

ICU is a small university, but there is quite number of alumni in the media
industry. Today the media is facing a major change around the globe. A wide
variety of platforms have been created, and anyone can disseminate information
to the world. Faced with this drastic change in the environment, in my case from
the perspective of a member of a media organization, human resources are must-
have to continue delivering quality information and content - that are sensitive to
change and eager to acquire new knowledge, with rich ideas, flexibility, and above
all, the ability to create. ICU was a place like a nest that nurtured such abilities.

Friends from ICU who share such same values have become a treasure of my life.
Classmates have been spreading their wings widely, both domestically and
internationally. Everyone is being active at the place of choice. I think it is
wonderful. My friends from the ICU days live in different parts of the world, but we
still chat in the same manner as nearly 40 years ago. Although there is a distance
physically, their existence has always been so close.

It is really a pleasure to have been in the group of ICU alumni. I will do my utmost
effort o contribute to increasing the name recognition and appeal of ICU.

Thank you very much.
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I received this honorable award on behalf of refugee and evacuee students and
all the people who work for education pathways programs at ICU and JICUF. In
2015, when a million of displaced people moved to Europe, Japan’ s government
and society seemed reluctant to admit refugees, I thought Japan’ s society could
do something for those people and launched a program to admit Syrians as
language school students at Japan Association for Refugees (JAR). JICUF and ICU
were simultaneously having the same idea and we built partnership to jointly recruit
them to ICU. Seven Syrian students, so far, have been studying at ICU.

On Feb 24th, 2022, when Russia sent troops to Ukraine, ICU, JICUF and
Pathways Japan (which succeeded the admission program of JAR) took an
immediate action to admit Ukrainian students to ICU, based on our part experience.
As a result, ICU welcomed five Ukrainian students in early May, as one of the
earliest admission of Ukrainians by universities. The impact was huge as we could
expand our partnership with up to |8 universities and 25 language schools which
in total admitted around 100 Ukrainian students by the end of 2022.

Looking back my days at ICU, I feel what I engaged myself in my career are all
under influence of what I learned there. My supervisor in Senior was late Prof.
Yasuo Furuya and I learned a lot from him about philosophical and religious
thoughts including Islam. On the awake of European refugee crisis in 2015, JAR
where I worked and ICU/JICUF were the only responders to the situation in Japan
and I feel it was not a coincidence.

As stated in Universal Declaration on Human Rights, all people have a right to
seek asylum when forced to leave their own countries. We need to have imagination
that we ourselves, or our children may also need to resort to this right when we or
they are forced to leave their own countries some decades later. In a course of
history, the time has come for Syrian or Ukrainian people and that was why those
students had to leave their home countries to come to ICU. Their presence,
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however, has brought unexpected encounters and diversities to ICU community,
and I firmly believe they will play some important roles in our society.
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