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Professor Yoshikawa: An ex-diplomat. With a strong desire to become a diplomat and
contribute to the peace, he studied International Law at ICU and joined the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in 1974. After having studied Spanish in Spain and worked in Argentina, the
UK, France, Thailand, the US, he was appointed as Ambassador to Spain in 2006. Later,
he held various important ambassadorship such as the first Special Representative for
Afghanistan and Pakistan, Ambassador to the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) in Paris, and Ambassador/Permanent Representative to the United
Nations in 201 3. After retiring from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2016, he has been
serving as Distinguished Professor at ICU from 2017. At ICU, he has been helping those
students who aim for careers as diplomats or international civil servants. He received
decorations from Spain, Argentina, Morocco and Mongolia. He is fluent in English, Spanish
and French.
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Independent Outside Director for Ajinomoto Co., Inc., Koei Chemical Co., Ltd., Nippon
Paper Industries Co., Ltd., Outside Audit and Supervisory Board Member of Kobayashi
Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. At ICU, she majored in Language. After graduating and spending
time as a family person, she joined KPMG LLP in New York in | 988 where she provided tax
services mainly for US based subsidiaries of Japanese firms. When she returned as a
partner of KPMG Japan, she mainly supported tax issues in the transfer pricing area. She
Conftributed to ICU as Chairperson of ICU Alumni Association in the Americas during her
stay in NY.

She served as Auditor of ICU for |5 years until May 2023. She is continuing serving as
a Councilor of ICU and Councilor of ICU Alumni Association.
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Revd. Ikuko Willioms lived in Leeds, UK for 30 years from 1989. In 2008, she was
ordained as a priest for in the Church of England, as the first Japanese woman to do so, and
loter served as a health care chaplain at the University Hospitals of Leeds. Through
encounters with former prisoners of war, who were living with trauma-turned-anger from
their experiences in Japanese prisoner of war camps during World War II in Southeast Asia,
and through the unexpected experience of reconciliation with them, she has been advocating
the importance of reconciliation between individuals living with the negative history of war.

Since returning to Japan in 2019, she has consistently promoted activities to encourage
discussion on the theme of “reconciliation,” such as organizing various book groups,
speaker-events and summer retreats under the name of the “ICU Reconciliation Forum”,
contributing to an exchange project between Japanese and Korean students organized
by her husband, current ICU Vice President Mark Williams, and practicing ecumenical
Christian ministry. In addition, she continues to offer a listening presence and spiritual
support for students, at her home in ICU, which is part of ICU’s tradition, and through
‘Tebanaspace’, a monthly online listening space which she co-runs with a member of
faculty and a graduate.
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In 1974, after graduating from ICU, I joined the Japanese Diplomatic Service.
I have been teaching at ICU since 2017, after my retirement from the Service in
2016.

I would not have come to ICU if I did not meet a friend when I was |15 years old.
This friend is called Takaaki Sueyoshi(Class of 1973) who went to USA by an AFS
scholarship and later went to study at ICU. I followed in his footsteps to go to
the States and to ICU. Mr. Sueyoshi is now President of Shikoku Gakuin University.

My school life at ICU was very enjoyable. I met many teachers, including Mrs.
Sadako Ogata, with whom I continued contact for many years. While still at ICU,
I could pass the Diplomatic Service Examination.

I was always interested in issues related to  “War and Peace”. It was partly
because my late father had spent a very difficult time as a soldier for 4 years and
as a prisoner in Soviet Siberia for 4 years. In my 42-year diplomatic career, I was
given many interesting posts, such as Ambassador of Japan to Spain, Special
Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan, Ambassador to the OECD and
finally Ambassador to the United Nations. During my entire career, the issues
related to  “War and Peace” were always in my mind.

At ICU, I have been teaching classes related to International Relations and the
UN. My objective has been to motivate students to seek a career in public service
such as diplomacy or international civil service. The ICU students foday come from
diverse backgrounds and their academic level is high.
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After graduation, I got married and lived in the US. While raising two children,
I took one course per semester to become a US CPA and obtained a job at KPMG
NY at the age of 36. While at KPMG, I took care of tax matters including tax
consultation, tax filing, tax audits, for U.S. branches and subsidiaries of Japanese
companies. I learned a lot from my clients, but I believe that the attitude I
developed at ICU of always putting myself in the clients’ shoes and giving advice
in a way that they would understand, was useful. Perhaps because of this, there
seemed to be a shared saying among some of my clients, "Hatta is the person to
call when you are in trouble”. In 2002, I moved to Japan to work for KPMG Tax
Corporation, where I mainly handled "transfer pricing" issues, which are tax
issues related to international tax disputes.

Attending the meetings of North American Chapter ot the ICU Alumni
Association, I enjoyed hearing many Sempai’s stories. For example, Mr. Chris
Wada(Class of 1960), who was the president of the Association, the great
experience about the time he chased a congressman and flew him by helicopter
to have him vote to make the California law passed that had a great impact on
Japanese companies. Before leaving US, there was 91 | in 200 | which has been
intfroduced by Alumni Magazine and I was very grateful to all the members of the
Alumni Association for the great support they gave to me.

After returning to Japan, I served as ICU's auditor for |5 years until last June.
During that time, the environment surrounding Japanese companies and schools
has changed dramatically and "governance" has been strengthened. With the
revision of the law, the responsibility of auditors has become very heavy, and in
2014, in addition to accounting audits, we started auditing teaching and learning
as a part of operational audits. The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science, and Technology (MEXT) has been instructing us to conduct audits of
teaching and learning for some time then, but not many universities have adopted
such audits, and ICU was one of the first private universities to do so. We have
devised ways to conduct the audits efficiently by three part-time auditors, which
involves a fremendous amount of work.

I am currently an outside director of four companies, and my advice to the
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companies is basically the same as the ICU auditors' perspective. I am always
thinking about how the company is trying to grow and how my comments can help
the company. I receive comments such as, "We appreciate your targeted
comments”. The foundation for receiving such comments is the ability to accept
diversity, thinking flexibly, understanding that "one’ s way of thinking" is diverse,
and that people always think through their own channels.  Seeing things widely,
and thinking through what is important and how it can be resolved from the
standpoint of the people involved is the key to provide advice to others. I believe
the foundation for receiving such comments is because I was able to accept
diversity, thinking flexibly and learned how to think through what is important and
how to solve problems from the standpoint of all the people involved at ICU. 1
hope that you too will have the opportunity to develop your individuality at ICU,
where you are blessed with the ability to have your own way of thinking and utilize
it for your work in the future.
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When I was a September transfer student at ICU, I discovered Intercultural
Communication as the perfect major for me, encouraging me to look for
possibilities to mend the gaps, for which I remain truly thankful.

During my 30 years of living in the UK, after learning about the shocking past
history between the Japanese imperial army and British POWs in Southeast Asia
during the WWII, a significant turning point came for me when I was able to take
part in a Reconciliation Service for British former Prisoners of War and the
Japanese. As we, the Japanese attendees, were able to acknowledge and express
in words our own country’s past wrongs as a prayer of confession, I was suddenly
overcome by a deep sense of release and outpouring of tears of gratitude. We
then exchanged handshakes with the former POWSs. This was my first encounter
with the tfransforming grace of Reconciliation and I have been blessed with
friendships with former detainees and their families ever since.

Since returning to ICU in 2019, I have been leading book groups with students,
staff and alumni, starting with an inspirational memoir written by Ernest Gordon,
a former British POW and translated by our own late Prof Koazuaki Saito.
Through such book groups, an informal initiative, called “ICU Reconciliation
Forum”, emerged, organizing numerous lecture events and discussions on
Reconciliation on campus, as well as summer off-campus retreats, supported by
JICUF.

Reconciliation is a ‘journey’ with many obstacles as well as many discoveries.
We are reminded that here at ICU, we have ‘C’ at the center. We are blessed to
know ‘Christ’, the Prince of Peace, giving us hope for Reconciliation beyond our
own failures and limitations. In this world fraught with divisions, it is my hope that
we will continue to find encouragement here at ICU, including us the alumni, to
take part in the journey of mending the gaps wherever we are.
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