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Professor Yoshikawa: An ex-diplomat.
With a strong desire to become a diplomat
and contribute to the peace, he studied
International Law at ICU and joined the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 1974. After
having studied Spanish in Spain and
worked in Argentina, the UK, France, Thai-
land, the US, he was appointed as Am-
bassador to Spain in 2006. Later, he held
various important ambassadorship such
as the first Special Representative for Af-
ghanistan and Pakistan, Ambassador to
the Organization for Economic Co-opera-
tion and Development (OECD) in Paris,
and Ambassador/Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Nations in 2013. After
retiring from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
in 2016, he has been serving as Distin-
guished Professor at ICU from 2017. At
ICU, he has been helping those students
who aim for careers as diplomats or inter-
national civil servants. He received deco-
rations from Spain, Argentina, Morocco
and Mongolia. He is fluent in English,
Spanish and French.
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In 1974, after graduating from
ICU, | joined the Japanese Diplo-
matic Service. | have been teaching
at ICU since 2017, after my retire-
ment from the Service in 2016.

| would not have come to ICU if |
did not meet a friend when | was 15

years old. This friend is called

Takaaki Sueyoshi(Class of 1973)
who went to USA by an AFS schol-
arship and later went to study at
ICU. | followed in his footsteps to
go to the States and to ICU. Mr. Su-
eyoshi is now President of Shikoku
Gakuin University.

My school life at ICU was very
enjoyable. | met many teachers, in-
cluding Mrs. Sadako Ogata, with
whom | continued contact for many
years. While still at ICU, | could
pass the Diplomatic Service Exam-
ination.

| was always interested in issues
related to “War and Peace” . It
was partly because my late father
had spent a very difficult time as a
soldier for 4 years and as a prisoner
in Soviet Siberia for 4 years. In my
42-year diplomatic career, | was giv-
en many interesting posts, such as
Ambassador of Japan to Spain,
Special Representative for Afghani-
stan and Pakistan, Ambassador to
the OECD and finally Ambassador
to the United Nations. During my
entire career, the issues related to

“War and Peace” were always in
my mind.

At ICU, | have been teaching
classes related to International Re-
lations and the UN. My objective
has been to motivate students to
seek a career in public service such
as diplomacy or international civil
service. The ICU students today
come from diverse backgrounds
and their academic level is high.
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HATTA, Yoko(CLA19, ID75, Language)
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#(ZPeat Marwick Main & Co. (BKPMG
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2002F ICBERIE. E—bFv—T 1 v B
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Independent Outside Director for Ajinomo-
to Co., Inc., Koei Chemical Co., Ltd., Nip-
pon Paper Industries Co., Ltd., Outside
Audit and Supervisory Board Member of
Kobayashi Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. At
ICU, she majored in Language. After grad-
uating and spending time as a family per-
son, she joined KPMG LLP in New York in
1988 where she provided tax services
mainly for US based subsidiaries of Japa-
nese firms. When she returned as a part-
ner of KPMG Japan, she mainly supported
tax issues in the transfer pricing area. She
Contributed to ICU as Chairperson of ICU
Alumni Association in the Americas during
her stay in NY.

She served as Auditor of ICU for 15 years
until May 2023. She is continuing serving
as a Councilor of ICU and Councilor of
ICU Alumni Association.
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After graduation, | got married and
lived in the US. While raising two chil-
dren, | took one course per semester to
become a US CPA and obtained a job at
KPMG NY at the age of 36. While at
KPMG, | took care of tax matters includ-
ing tax consultation, tax filing, tax au-
dits, for U.S. branches and subsidiaries
of Japanese companies. | learned a lot
from my clients, but | believe that the at-
titude | developed at ICU of always put-
ting myself in the clients’ shoes and giv-
ing advice in a way that they would
understand, was useful. Perhaps be-
cause of this, there seemed to be a
shared saying among some of my cli-
ents, "Hatta is the person to call when
you are in trouble". In 2002, | moved to
Japan to work for KPMG Tax Corpora-
tion, where | mainly handled "transfer
pricing" issues, which are tax issues re-
lated to international tax disputes.
Attending the meetings of North
American Chapter at the ICU Alumni As-
sociation, | enjoyed hearing many Sem-
pai’s stories. For example, Mr. Chris
Wada(Class of 1960), who was the pres-
ident of the Association, the great expe-
rience about the time he chased a con-

gressman and flew him by helicopter to
have him vote to make the California
law passed that had a great impact on
Japanese companies. Before leaving
US, there was 911 in 2001 which has
been introduced by Alumni Magazine
and | was very grateful to all the mem-
bers of the Alumni Association for the
great support they gave to me.

After returning to Japan, | served as
ICU’s auditor for 15 years until last June.
During that time, the environment sur-
rounding Japanese companies and
schools has changed dramatically and
"governance" has been strengthened.
With the revision of the law, the respon-
sibility of auditors has become very
heavy, and in 2014, in addition to ac-
counting audits, we started auditing
teaching and learning as a part of oper-
ational audits. The Ministry of Educa-
tion, Culture, Sports, Science, and
Technology (MEXT) has been instructing
us to conduct audits of teaching and
learning for some time then, but not
many universities have adopted such
audits, and ICU was one of the first pri-
vate universities to do so. We have de-
vised ways to conduct the audits effi-
ciently by three part-time auditors,
which involves a tremendous amount of
work.

| am currently an outside director of
four companies, and my advice to the
companies is basically the same as the
ICU auditors’ perspective. | am always
thinking about how the company is try-
ing to grow and how my comments can
help the company. | receive comments
such as, "We appreciate your targeted
comments". The foundation for receiv-
ing such comments is the ability to ac-
cept diversity, thinking flexibly, under-
standing that "one’s way of thinking" is
diverse, and that people always think
through their own channels. Seeing
things widely, and thinking through what
is important and how it can be resolved
from the standpoint of the people in-
volved is the key to provide advice to
others. | believe the foundation for re-
ceiving such comments is because |
was able to accept diversity, thinking
flexibly and learned how to think
through what is important and how to
solve problems from the standpoint of
all the people involved at ICU. | hope
that you too will have the opportunity to
develop your individuality at ICU, where
you are blessed with the ability to have
your own way of thinking and utilize it
for your work in the future.
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WILLIAMS (HANDA), Ikuko

(CLA26, ID83, Language)
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Revd. lkuko Williams lived in Leeds, UK for
30 years from 1989. In 2008, she was
ordained as a priest for in the Church of
England, as the first Japanese woman to do
so, and later served as a health care
chaplain at the University Hospitals of
Leeds. Through encounters with former
prisoners of war, who were living with
trauma-turned-anger from their experiences
in Japanese prisoner of war camps during
World War Il in Southeast Asia, and through
the unexpected experience of reconciliation
with them, she has been advocating the
importance of reconciliation between
individuals living with the negative history
of war.

Since returning to Japan in 2019, she has
consistently promoted activities to
encourage discussion on the theme of
“reconciliation,” such as organizing various
book groups, speaker-events and summer
retreats under the name of the “ICU
Reconciliation Forum” , contributing to an
exchange project between Japanese and
Korean students organized by her husband,
current ICU Vice President Mark Williams,
and practicing ecumenical Christian
ministry. In addition, she continues to offer
a listening presence and spiritual support
for students, at her home in ICU, which is
part of ICU’ s tradition, and through
‘Tebanaspace’ , a monthly online listening
space which she co-runs with a member of
faculty and a graduate.
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When | was a September transfer
student at ICU, | discovered Inter-
cultural Communication as the per-
fect major for me, encouraging me
to look for possibilities to mend the
gaps, for which | remain truly thank-
ful.

During my 30 years of living in the
UK, after learning about the shock-
ing past history between the Japa-

nese imperial army and British
POWs in Southeast Asia during the
WWII, a significant turning point
came for me when | was able to
take part in a Reconciliation Service
for British former Prisoners of War
and the Japanese. As we, the Japa-
nese attendees, were able to ac-
knowledge and express in words
our own country’ s past wrongs as
a prayer of confession, | was sud-
denly overcome by a deep sense of
release and outpouring of tears of
gratitude. We then exchanged
handshakes with the former POWs.
This was my first encounter with the
transforming grace of Reconciliation
and | have been blessed with friend-
ships with former detainees and
their families ever since.

Since returning to ICU in 2019, |
have been leading book groups with
students, staff and alumni, starting
with an inspirational memoir written
by Ernest Gordon, a former British
POW and translated by our own late
Prof Kazuaki Saito. Through such
book groups, an informal initiative,
called “ICU Reconciliation Forum”,
emerged, organizing numerous lec-
ture events and discussions on
Reconciliation on campus, as well
as summer off-campus retreats,
supported by JICUF.

Reconciliation is a ‘journey’with
many obstacles as well as many
discoveries. We are reminded that
here at ICU, we have ‘C’ at the cen-
ter. We are blessed to know ‘Christ’,
the Prince of Peace, giving us hope
for Reconciliation beyond our own
failures and limitations. In this world
fraught with divisions, it is my hope
that we will continue to find encour-
agement here at ICU, including us
the alumni, to take part in the jour-
ney of mending the gaps wherever

we are.
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ICU Alumni Association
Emergency General Assembly

Under the leadership of President
Toshiyuki Hirooka, ICU Alumni As-
sociation has been holding various
discussions on the sustainable fu-
ture vision of the association as the
“Alumni Association of Tomorrow”
project since FY2023.

As a result of discussions within
the association and negotiations
with the university, it was decided

that we aim to “outsource the asso-
ciation's office operations to the
university” starting in April 2025.
Since this will be a major organiza-
tional change, we plan to hold an
emergency general assembly in the
fall of 2024.

We hope that many of you will at-
tend the assembly and show your
vote of approval or disapproval.

Emergency General Assembly

(subject to approval by the Board of Councilors on October 5)
Saturday, November 16, 2024, 10:00 a.m.
Online only
For Participation/Proxy
https://forms.gle/VuVoUUMg9BLwJ6aVA
(Information for online participation will be sent by e-mail

at least 3 days prior to the assembly.)
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Think globally,
act locally.
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structures. Essentially, American
Studies allows us to use a single
nation-state as a springboard to
explore the wider tapestry of
global history.

TTAIRI A

e WNTAEAL.

A Diverse Classroom and
Engaging Courses

The international makeup of
ICU's student body fosters a vi-
brant learning environment in
my classes. Students come
from various backgrounds,
bringing diverse perspectives
on American politics, culture,
and history. This rich exchange
of viewpoints makes classroom
discussions particularly interest-
ing. | have the privilege of teach-
ing a variety of courses at ICU.
At the undergraduate level, |
lead the introductory American
Studies course (Principles of
American Studies 101) and
all-American literature classes.

I

The Interdisciplinary Power
of American Studies

An American Studies major is
unique in its interdisciplinary ap-
proach. This allows students to
examine a single subject, like the
United States or its history, but
through multiple disciplinary lens-
es simultaneously. This framework
significantly enhances students'
critical thinking skills. In contrast,
many other majors focus on a sin-
gle topic or a few related topics
using the same methodology re-
peatedly. While one can become
very skilled in that method, Ameri-
can Studies offers a dynamic

learning experience.

For example, in a history class,
you learn about a subject through
the lens of historians. Then, in a
political science class, you gain a
different perspective on the Unit-
ed States and learn a different
method for understanding it. In a
literary studies class, you ap-
proach the same subject yet again
from a completely different angle.
This requires students to not only
learn about a single topic but also
to explore it through multiple meth-
odologies. This multifaceted ap-
proach encourages students to
question the topic itself, ultimately

strengthening their critical thinking
skills. It also fosters a love of learn-
ing and the ability to think in inno-
vative ways.

This interdisciplinary approach
makes American Studies a dynam-
ic field. While the United States
serves as a central focus, the field
isn't limited to studying it in isola-
tion. Examining the U.S. through
multiple lenses allows us to gain
insights beyond its domestic de-
velopment. We can illuminate
broader historical trends like the
rise of Japan, the evolution of the
global economy, or the shifting dy-
namics of international power

In addition, | offer graduate
courses primarily focused on
American cultural studies.

One unique undergraduate
course | teach is “Principles of
American Studies: A Science
Fiction Film Class.” This course
uses science fiction films like In-
vasion of the Body Snatchers and
Blade Runner as a springboard
to explore aspects of American
history and culture. While the
initial appeal for many students
might be the opportunity to
watch films, the course ultimate-
ly challenges them to analyze
the narratives and their deeper
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connections to American soci-
ety.

Rounding out my course offer-
ings are various American litera-
ture courses. These classes can
cover a broad range of topics,
from foundational texts and au-
thors to more specific themes
like American prose focused on
climate change or representa-
tions of race relations in the U.S.
A Diverse Student Body and
Popular Courses

As a thesis advisor, | typically
work with a small group of three
to four senior thesis students,
drawn from both American Stud-
ies and Literature majors. My
classes also reflect this diversity.
General Education and introduc-
tory-level courses (100 level) typ-
ically have larger enrollments,
ranging from 30 to 60 students.
In contrast, upper-level courses
(200 level) have a more intimate
setting, with 15 to 20 students.
American Studies, with its five
faculty members representing
various disciplines, remains a
relatively small major at ICU.

Student become interested in
American Studies stems from
several factors. Many students,
particularly those interested in
American-related topics, find the
major appealing. Additionally,
Principles of American Studies
serves as a popular pre-depar-
ture course for students ventur-
ing abroad to the United States
for a semester or year. This
course provides them with a
foundational understanding of
American culture and history.

Another factor contributing to
the major's popularity is its ap-
peal to international students
seeking to strengthen their En-
glish skills. These students often
view Principles of American
Studies, History of American Lit-
erature |, Il, or similar introducto-
ry courses as a valuable starting
point after completing the En-
glish for Liberal Arts Program
(ELA). By combining the study of
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literature and film with American
history, these courses offer a
well-rounded approach to lan-
guage learning.

Bridging Narrative Analysis
and Film Studies

My research primarily focuses
on narrative analysis in literature,
particularly realist and science
fiction novels. However, I've found
that the analytical skills applied to
novels can be effectively used for
film narratives as well. This realiza-
tion, coupled with students’
strong visual orientation, has led
me to incorporate film studies into
my teaching. My goal is to move
beyond passive consumption and
equip students with the tools for
critical film analysis. After all, film
and fiction share many commonali-
ties, despite their distinct forms.

It's important to note that Ameri-
can Studies, by its nature, is inter-
disciplinary. While | utilize narra-
tive analysis, other professors at
ICU, like Ishio-sensei and
Kim-sensei, might approach the
same historical content through
political science or sociology
lenses. Ultimately, the unifying
theme is the exploration of Ameri-
can history, albeit through diverse
analytical frameworks.

The transformative power of
film analysis is truly remarkable.
Watching a film like Blade Runner
through this critical lens allows
students to glean surprising in-
sights into American history. To
further enhance student engage-
ment, | received a grant from the
Japan ICU Foundation to host
bi-weekly film screenings on cam-
pus. This initiative, separate from
formal classes, allowed interested
students and faculty to partici-
pate and earn extra credit.

Within the classroom setting,
however, showing films during
class time allows for deeper in-
class discussions. Students com-
plete analytical essays and histori-
cal reports related to the films.
Researching a specific topic and
then sharing their findings with

]IH ‘Wedding Photo

the class fosters a collaborative
learning environment where stu-
dents explore the connections
between history and film. This in-
novative approach is not only re-
warding for me, but also fosters
a deep engagement among my
students. They appreciate the
opportunity to analyze films be-
yond entertainment value and
discover the profound social and
historical messages embedded
within them.

As a relatively new faculty
member at ICU, I've been im-
pressed by the enthusiasm and
active participation of the stu-
dents here. While | haven’t taught
at other Japanese universities,
compared to my experience at
Duke University and the Universi-
ty in Louisiana, the student body
at ICU displays a distinct level of
engagement, which | find very re-
warding.

Critical Thinking and
Versatility: Strengths of the
American Studies Major

An American Studies major
equips students with a valuable
skillset applicable to diverse ca-
reer paths. The interdisciplinary
nature of the program fosters
critical thinking, writing proficien-
cy, and the ability to analyze
complex problems. These skills
are highly sought after in fields
such as education, law, and re-
search, but also extend to any
profession that requires strong
communication and analytical
abilities.

The program's focus on the
United States provides a spring-
board for students with specific
career aspirations. Students with
an interest in business or politi-
cal science can leverage Ameri-
can studies to gain a deeper un-
derstanding of the American
context, potentially enhancing
their career prospects in these
fields. Beyond specific careers,
American studies cultivates a
well-rounded skillset that trans-
lates well to various professions,

including international affairs,
public service, journalism, and
communications.

Looking towards the future, |
believe American studies plays
acrucial role in fostering a glob-
al perspective at ICU. While |
value the importance of study-
ing other regions, a strong
grasp of the United States is vi-
tal for understanding the cur-
rent global order. The U.S. has
played a significant role in shap-
ing the 20th century, and its in-
fluence continues to be felt
around the world.

Ultimately, American studies
empowers students to critically
examine the world we live in. By
analyzing the United States'
role in shaping the global land-
scape, students gain a deeper
understanding of the present
and the potential for a different
future. This critical perspective
is perhaps the most significant
contribution of an American
Studies major.
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Correction:

Regarding the article provided by the ICU
Football Club (ICUFC) in Alumni News vol. 140,
ICUFC was established in 1964, not 1953. We
received this correction from ICUFC.

* CON—V 3, ERERGD S DHFRTERL
THY. RROEXREFROERELEZEFICHV
TITbhTHYET,

*The articles that appear on this page are
provided by student groups and clubs. As a
principle the facts in the articles are checked
by them.
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From the University

Many of the student groups, established when ICU first opened its doors to students and also while you were students at the university,
still continue to be active today. Not just limited to academic studies, ICU’s appeal also extends to its extracurricular activities.
Please take a look at the active participation of students in their extracurricular activities.

Text provided by each group and club

ICU Glee Club

The ICU Glee Club (commonly
known as the Glee) is the only
mixed choir at ICU, founded spon-
taneously among students after
the Matriculation Ceremony for
the inaugural class on April 28,
1953. The choir now performs at
ICU's Matriculation Ceremonies,
Commencement Ceremonies, and
other public events, as well as at
regular spring and autumn con-
certs. Other activities include col-
laboration with the ICU Church
Choir and joint concerts with the
Young People's Symphony Or-
chestra of California and other
music and choral groups, and the
club have plenty of opportunities
to present our music and interact
with the outside world.

The appeal of the group is a
sense of community, after all. The
clubroom, even during breaks be-
tween classes at the university, is
always full of singing, laughter,
and idle conversation. Recently,
cassettes and CDs stored in the
clubroom, as well as a flip mobile
phone used exclusively by Glee,
were found, and we had a lot of
fun imagining what kind of activi-
ties Glee had in the past. This
community is not limited to cur-
rent students only but brings to-
gether all club members from the
alumni, including the inaugural
class, under the common identity
of” Glee.”

ID25 and ID26 joined the club
when the Covid-19 pandemic had
subsided considerably. As such,
we did not directly experience the
activities done during the pandem-
ic. However, we could see how
hard it was to “come back” and
‘recover” from it, and how high
the cost of what we had lost was...
we could see this from the attitude
of the older members of ID23 and
ID24. When ID26 first joined the
club, we felt the passion of the se-
niors through such words as,
“This will definitely be the year to
hold the concert we couldn't do

because of COVID-19!” Back
then, all we could do was to follow
the seniors. However, we can
strongly imagine that the seniors
at the time held the concert under
enormous pressure and responsi-
bility as well as the love for the
Glee Club.

There are two forms of interac-
tion between the current Glee
Club students and alumni: the
first is interaction through perfor-
mance opportunities. For exam-
ple, last year, to commemorate
the 70th anniversary of the Glee
Club's founding, a joint stage per-
formance was held by the current
students and alumni at the regular
concert. This was an opportunity
to perform with a wide range of
generations, including inaugural
class students. It led to our visit to
concerts organized by the alumni.
Also, former high school teacher
Mr. Heikichi Arima invited us to
give a performance.

Another form of exchange is the
daily one. Many of the current stu-
dents would not have been able to
continue their activities without
the kindness of the alumni, who
are always there for them, such as
choral guidance during rehears-
als, participation in summer vaca-
tion camps, evaluation of their
performances at rehearsals, and
advice on how to proceed with re-
hearsals and music selection as
conductors. Their interaction is
significant in that they gently sup-
port the current students behind
the scenes.

We will be sending out
information via Facebook and oth-
er social networking services. We
hope to share the stage with more
alumni and have them keep an eye
on the activities of the current
members.

[Year of foundation (continuing
for 71 years)] 1953

[Number of current members] 25
[Days of activity]

Wednesday lunchtime and Satur-
day afte rnoons

[Place of activity]

A Conference Room in D-kan
West Wing

[Recent events, contests, etc.]
Regular autumn concert (Septem-
ber 21), ICU Festival A Cappella
Café (October 13 and 14), ICU
Festival Chapel Concert

ICU Rugby Football Club

13players and 10managers —.
The biggest obstacle ICU Rugby
Football Club (ICURFC) faces to-
day is the number of members.
And many of the 13 players start-
ed rugby at ICU, and entering a
match has been the main chal-
lenge for ICURFC. So winning has
tended to be our second concern.
Under this circumstance, our sea-
son goal ‘to win every match of
the season’ , and our team slogan
“—BEBES” (“IsshoKenmei” our ut-
most effort towards each victory)
were decided in April 2024.

Currently, ICURFC is part of Na-

tional Inter-District University
Tournament Kanto District 1, Divi-
sion 2 League. ‘To win every
match of the season’ describes
our determination to achieve the
team’ s long-held dream of pro-
motion to Division 1. “— B B &
embodies each member facing
every single match with sincerity
and putting their utmost effort to
win it.
We have far less rugby experience
and knowledge than those in pow-
erhouse schools. However, our
challenger spirit is second to
none. Although we practise only
three times a week, we try to maxi-
mise the quality each time.

Also, we go out for meals after
practice and hang out on holidays
together, regardless of the year
differences and whether we are
players or managers. We are try-
ing to build unwavering bonds
and trust, upon the motto of
‘working 100% hard on the field,
and having 100% fun off the
field .

We have inherited from our se-

niors the idea of building a rela-
tionship where we respect each
other, express our true feelings to
each other, and trust each other
with all our hearts, regardless of
the year we are in. We are continu-
ing our trial-and-error process to
ensure that these wonderful tradi-
tions are preserved for the next
generation and beyond.

Founded in 1959, ICURFC cele-
brates its 65th anniversary this
year. We have only known the club
directly for a few years since 1D26
joined. But having heard from the
alumni we have interacted with,
we feel that the warmth of this
community has been present ever
since its inception. We will contin-
ue to work hard to make sure that
each of us can have a sense of
pride and belonging as a member
of this traditional club. We would
like to take this opportunity to ex-
tend our gratitude to our OB/OGs
for their constant support and
co-operation.

Although rugby is a 15-player
sport, a team is not made up of
just 15 players. We are beyond
honoured if you think of ICURFC
in some small way. And if time al-
lows, please visit us on the field.

[Year of Establishment]

1959 (65th Anniversary)

[Number of Current Members]
Approximately 25 members
[Activity Days]

Three days per week (four days
during long holidays)

[Activity Location]

ICU Field

[Upcoming Events or Competi-
tion]

The season will begin in October!
We’ |l appreciate it if you come to
the matches to support us.

[Social Media]

Facebook: @ CURFC

Instagram: @icurfc, @dailylife_of_
icurfc

X (Twitter): @ CURFCJPN

Email: 2017icurfc@gmail.com
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The 18th Group ICU Exhibition

Text by Naoki Ochi (12 ID68),
Hiroshi Shima (13 ID69)

How would you like to participate

in the Group ICU Exhibition?

The 18th Group ICU Exhibition
will be held at the 2F gallery of the
Tokyo Kotsu Kaikan located in front
of JR Ydrakucho Station from Sun-
day, February 2nd to Saturday, Feb-
ruary 8th, 2025.

The 17th Group ICU Exhibition
was held this February after a few
years pause due to the COVID pan-
demic. 15 alumni of ICU presented
their works of art, covering oil paint-
ings, water paintings, calligraphy,
photographs, ceramics and Noh
masks. We were very happy to draw
a large audience of about 300.

We hope this exhibition will pro-
vide a good place for the reunion of
alumni as well as an opportunity to
have new encounters, dialogue and
communication beyond the alumni
circle.

How would you like to display
your works of art at the next Exhibi-
tion?

We are certain you will be pleas-
antly surprised at their wide-ranging
reception, as we have already expe-
rienced. Those who are interested in

the Exhibition should please contact

the following:
Ochi: 080-5042-8001
n.ochi@jcom.home.ne.jp
Shima: 080-6112-6903
hiro2010shima@gmail.com
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