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act locally.
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From the University

Many of the student groups, established when ICU first opened its doors to students and also while you were students at the university,
still continue to be active today. Not just limited to academic studies, ICU’s appeal also extends to its extracurricular activities.
Please take a look at the active participation of students in their extracurricular activities.

Text and photo provided by each group and club

The ICU Puppetry Club, commonly
known as the Puppet Circle, is a club
dedicated to creating and performing
puppet theater. With a history span-
ning over 60 years according to alum-
ni, the club's room houses files and
notes dating back to 1982. Current-
ly, our main activities include hosting
welcoming events for new students
during the cherry blossom-viewing
Hanami and moon-viewing Tsukimi
festivals, as well as performing pup-
pet shows at the ICU Festival. We
typically hold meetings once a week
during the term but ramp up to three
times a week during the preparation
period for events like the ICU Festival.
Our creative process involves writing
new scripts, crafting puppets, and de-
veloping stage direction while utilizing
puppets created by past members.
Since aside from having watched it
on tv most members have little to no
prior experience with puppet theater
before learning to operate puppets
or writing suitable scripts and direct-
ing performances can be challenging
at first. However, brainstorming and
overcoming these challenges through
trial and error as a team to complete a
performance—experiencing the thrill,
anxiety, and satisfaction of perform-
ing before an audience - are the driv-
ing forces behind our activities. Pos-
itive feedback from attendees further
inspires every member, perfecting the
show by scriptwriting, directing, pup-
peteering, and puppet creation.

One of the great aspects of the
Puppet Circle is the variety of creative
experiences it offers. From script-
writing and performance operation
to sound and lighting production,
as well as crafting puppets and oth-
er handmade projects, members can
try a range of activities. Discussing
ideas and ambitions with fellow mem-
bers and working together to achieve
them is one of the most appealing
parts of the club. At this year’s ICU
Festival, many alumni attended, with
one commenting that “Puppet mem-
bers have a carefree and peaceful at-

mosphere.” This enduring warmth
among members has likely been a
constant throughout the club’s history
and remains one of its key strengths.
During the COVID-19 pandemic,
in-person activities were limited, thus
making recruiting new members diffi-
cult. While our current membership is
small, we continue to pursue our pas-
sion for puppet theater with enthusi-
asm and dedication. New members
are always welcome to join.

Our current activities are featured
on Instagram, so please check them
out via the QR code below. We are
also eager to learn more about how
Puppet Circle operated in the past.
If there are any alumni that have any
information or stories to share, we
would love to hear from you through
email or Instagram direct messages.
We are committed to preserving the
legacy passed down by our prede-
cessors and would greatly appreciate
your support. Lastly, we warmly invite
not only Puppet alumni but also other
ICU alumni to attend our performanc-
es. We hold puppet shows annually at
the ICU Festival, so please take the
opportunity to visit the campus and
enjoy a performance. We look forward
to seeing you there!

[Year of foundation] Believed to have
a history of over 60 years. If any alum-
ni have more details, we would love to
hear from you.

[Number of current members]
Around 10

[Days of activity] Once a week during
lunch breaks (varies by term)

[Place of activity] Diffendorfer Memo-
rial Hall East Wing, Room 303
[Recent events, contests, etc.]

At the 2024 ICU Festival, we held perfor-
mances, exhibitions, sold merchandise.
[Social Media]

email: puppet.icu@gmail.com
Instagram: @icupuppet, @icupuppet_
shinkan.2025 (account for new mem-
ber recruitment)
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The Cycling Club was established in
1980 and is now an officially recog-
nized student organization at ICU with
approximately 50 members. Our main
activities include monthly day rides
around the Kanto region and extend-
ed rides during long vacations. During
our extended rides, we explore vari-
ous parts of Japan by bicycle: Hok-
kaido in the summer and regions like
Kyushu, Chugoku, and Shikoku in
the spring and autumn, enjoying both
sightseeing and cycling.

While the COVID-19 pandemic
largely limited our activities, we were
able to resume our pre-pandemic ac-
tivities around 2022. The summer ride
and ICU Festival were revived for the
first time in two years in 2022, and
although we faced many challenges
due to the lack of experienced mem-
bers, the support of our alumni helped
us successfully restart these tradi-
tions. During the 2024 summer ride,
26 members spanning 1D24 to ID28
cycled through Hokkaido’s vast natu-
ral landscapes and stunning scenery,
and indulged in local gourmet cuisine,
aiming to reach Cape Soya, Hokkai-
do, Japan’s northernmost point. The
summer ride offers a variety of unique
experiences, such as camping in
tents, cooking meals in large pots,
and sometimes enduring long rides in
heavy rain. Although there are occa-
sional mishaps, they make the sense
of accomplishment upon completing
the ride together feel all the more ex-
traordinary.

The charm of the Cycling Club is
countless, but the biggest appeal lies
in exploring hidden gems by bicy-
cle that are hard to reach on regular
trips, admiring the beautiful scenery
across Japan, and sharing these ex-
periences across different academic
years. The Cycling Club is also pas-
sionate about photography, capturing
hundreds or even thousands of pho-
tos on each ride, creating cherished
university memories for everyone. For
each ride, certain members also take
on primary planner roles to organize

itineraries and routes. While planning
can be challenging, the experience of
successfully creating a ride and the
heartfelt messages written on a card
from other fellow members at the end
of the ride become invaluable trea-
sures for the planners. Since the 2024
autumn ride, first-year 1D28 mem-
bers have actively taken on the role
of planners.

The Cycling Club also fosters con-
nections with alumni, and every Sep-
tember, we organize a one-night, two-
day ride with current students and
alumni. This creates a valuable op-
portunity for current students as they
are able to interact with people of dif-
ferent age groups. Alumni also sup-
port us in many ways, such as provid-
ing ingredients during extended rides
or donating equipment, which allows
us to continue our activities as current
members. The Cycling Club regularly
shares updates about its activities on
Instagram, so please check them out.
Thank you for your continued support
of the ICU Cycling Club!

[Year of Establishment]

1980 (45 years as of 2025)

[Number of Current Members] 54
[Activity Days] Weekly regular meet-
ings, monthly regular rides, and ex-
tended rides during long vacations
[Activity Location]

Various regions across Japan
[Upcoming Events or Competition]
Extended ride planned in Okinawa
during the spring vacation.

[Social Media]

Instagram: @icucyclingclub.official

YLV 78
Cycling Club
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Sakura Matsuri on March 29, 2025

The Alumni Association’s “Sakura Festival” is a comprehensive annual event, comprising the annual General Assembly,
the Distinguished Alumni of the Year Awards, and a semicentennial celebration of graduation, which the class of 1975 is invited this year.

@®Date & Time: March 29, 2025 (Sat) from 13:00—14:45 (Doors open at 12:30)

@®Program:

Part1: General Assembly, DAY Award Ceremony, Semicentennial Ceremony at University Chapel
Part2: Tea Party: at University Dining Hall, from 15:00

@®Fee:

Part1: Free

Part2: graduate/adult: JPY2,000, university/high school student: JPY1,000, elementary school student/
preschooler: free of charge

*The class of 1975 as well as graduates of Summer 2023 and Spring 2024 are free of charge.

Part1 will be live-streamed. The streaming is one way and viewers are not able to vote in polls. Those who would like to make a vote should
submit a proxy in advance. (See the attendance form.)

Note: Please submit the attendance form below if you are going to participate or make a proxy vote.
Due: March 19 (Wed)
https://forms.gle/BwMrzJ84NZ3bSJRr5

*If you are one of the class of 1975, please use the form on the invitation. [=]%4n (=]
*Please check the Alumni Association website for changes and details. https://www.icualumni.com/

Contact:
ICU Alumni Association Office aaoffice@icualumni.com

photo Mari Matsushima“_ i
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Mr. Tetsuo Jimbo was born in
Tokyo in 1961. At the age of 15,
Mr. Jimbo moved to the Unit-
ed States, enrolling at Colum-
bia University. Mr. Jimbo then
transferred to ICU, graduat-
ing from the Department of So-
cial Sciences, College of Liberal
Arts in 1985. Mr. Jimbo then re-
turned to Columbia and earned
master’s degree in journalism at
the Graduate School of Journal-
ism in 1987. After working as a
reporter for US news organiza-
tions such as the Christian Sci-
ence Monitor and the Asso-
ciated Press, Mr. Jimbo went
independent and in 1999 found-
ed “videonews.com”, Japan’s
first video news station on Inter-
net. As a pioneer in videojour-
nalism, where journalists them-
selves use a video camera as a
tool of reporting, Mr. Jimbo spe-
cializes in global environment,
international politics, and media
ethics, and produced a number
of award-winning films. He has
also authored and translated
many books.
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Writer and photographer, lived
in Hong Kong as an exchange
student with the Chinese Uni-
versity of Hong Kong while a
student at ICU. She lived in
Hong Kong again from August
1996 to October 1998, between
the China conversion, and
wrote a book about her days
there as “No Moss Grows in
Rolling Hong Kong.” The book
won the 32nd Souichi Oya Non-
fiction Award. Based on a mem-
oir left by her grandfather in his
later years, she traced her roots
back to her own ancestors who
emigrated from Kishu to Bo-
so in the Edo period, and pub-
lished “Konyaku-ya Hyoryu-ki”
(winner of the 2nd lkeru Book
Award and the 63rd The Yomi-
uri Prize for Literature). She al-
so won the 49th Osaragi Jiro
Prize for “The World Began in
Gotanda”, which describes the
area where her family has lived
since her grandfather's genera-
tion from the wartime period to
the present. Observing society
as an extension of herself, she
continues to express the world
from her unique perspective in
words and photographs, inter-
weaving the objective and the
subjective.
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TV YA I RER

2012F ICICUZ %%, $TZETU Y
= HMICHEL. ZDRITINEE
ICEE, 2018FEICIE I LTIV
KERELETED 75827,
Public Meets Innovation% §% 3L L.
REXEHEDHD, £/, TVLAIFI T
7Y JIa/ I—{GERMZIECH.
SROAEZEL T, BEROHERHR
FIHEFIICEES L. BURFE RBEIDSETE
ELTOHEBIEE>TWVD, E5IC,
—MHEAEA 7V T/ I
HRRREEL L THERES, TLE
HEPRE—E—=>J>a—-] &
ElCax>r—4—EULTESHEL.
FREEECR[> 75147 ——-%HL
WHESOHLWEZH], >z T7U>
JIa/I-&BUEHSORREHE
CKE, BIEWVWAT ¢ 7EENE B,
[Yz7] OBRBEELT. HILWLWS
L7 X2 IVEREICRT,

Anju Ishiyama is a social activ-
ist and a prominent figure in Ja-
pan’s sharing economy land-
scape. She has dedicated her
career to advocating for and
promoting the principles of the
sharing economy throughout
the country. Her efforts extend
beyond spreading awareness;
she is actively involved in regu-
latory reform and policy-making
to create a supportive environ-
ment for sharing initiatives.

As the founder of Public Meets
Innovation Japan, a think tank
established in 2018, Anju plays
a pivotal role in shaping discus-
sions among millennial leaders.
Anju holds significant public
roles. She serves as the rep-
resentative director of Sharing
Economy Association Japan,
where she bridges the gap be-
tween government policies and
private sector innovations. Her
contributions are vital in facili-
tating dialogue and cooperation
among various stakeholders
in the sharing economy. Addi-
tionally, as a Sharing Economy
Evangelist for the Japan Digi-
tal Agency, Government of Ja-
pan, she acts as a key link be-
tween government initiatives
and public interests, guiding the
nation toward a more integrated
and sustainable sharing econ-
omy. Anju’s insights and ex-
periences are captured in her
book, “SHARE LIFE - Dive in-
to Sharing Economy,” and she
frequently shares her expertise
as a commentator on leading
TV news shows. Furthermore,
she is a member of the World
Economic Forum Global Future
Council Japan. Her work con-
tinues to inspire and advance
the sharing economy move-
ment in Japan and beyond.
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