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Tetsuo Jimbo - He was born in Tokyo in 196 1. At the age of 15, Mr. Jimbo moved
to the United States, enrolling at Columbia University. Mr. Jimbo then transferred to
ICU, graduating from the Department of Social Sciences, College of Liberal Arts in
1985. Mr. Jimbo then returned to Columbia and earned master's degree in journalism
at the Graduate School of Journalism in | 987. After working as a reporter for US news
organizations such as the Christian Science Monitor and the Associated Press, Mr.
Jimbo went independent and in 1999 founded "videonews.com", Japan's first video
news station on Internet. As a pioneer in videojournalism, where journalists themselves
use a video camera as a tool of reporting, Mr. Jimbo specializes in global environment,
international politics, and media ethics, and produced a number of award-winning films.
He has also authored and translated many books.
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Hiromi Hoshino; Writer and photographer. She lived in Hong Kong as an exchange
student with the Chinese University of Hong Kong while a student at ICU. She lived in
Hong Kong again from August 1996 to October 1998, between the China conversion,
and wrote a book about her days there as “No Moss Grows in Rolling Hong Kong.” The
book won the 32nd Souichi Oya Nonfiction Award. Based on a memoir left by her
grandfather in his later years, she traced her roots back to her own ancestors who
emigrated from Kishu to Boso in the Edo period, and published “Konyaku-ya Hyoryu-
ki” (winner of the 2nd Ikeru Book Award and the 63rd The Yomiuri Prize for Literature).
She also won the 49th Osaragi Jiro Prize for “The World Began in Gotanda”, which
describes the area where her family has lived since her grandfather's generation from
the wartime period to the present. Observing society as an extension of herself, she
continues to express the world from her unique perspective in words and photographs,
inferweaving the objective and the subjective.
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Anju Ishiyama; She is a social activist and a prominent figure in Japan's sharing
economy landscape. She has dedicated her career to advocating for and promoting the
principles of the sharing economy throughout the country. Her efforts extend beyond
spreading awareness; she is actively involved in regulatory reform and policy-making
to create a supportive environment for sharing initiatives.

As the founder of Public Meets Innovation Japan, a think tank established in 2018,
Anju plays a pivotal role in shaping discussions among millennial leaders. She holds
significant public roles. She serves as the representative director of Sharing Economy
Association Japan, where she bridges the gap between government policies and
private sector innovations. Her contributions are vital in facilitating dialogue and
cooperation among various stakeholders in the sharing economy. Additionally, as a
Sharing Economy Evangelist for the Japan Digital Agency, Government of Japan, she
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acts as a key link between government initiatives and public interests, guiding the
nation tfoward a more integrated and sustainable sharing economy. Anju’s insights
and experiences are captured in her book, “SHARE LIFE - Dive into Sharing Economy,”
and she frequently shares her expertise as a commentator on leading TV news shows.
Furthermore, she is a member of the World Economic Forum Global Future Council
Japan. Her work continues to inspire and advance the sharing economy movement in

Japan and beyond.
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"Why not journalism now?"

The role of the media is undergoing dramatic changes. It seems that we are
approaching a watershed where these changes could either benefit or harm
humanity.

In the past, the functions of the media in society were monopolized by a limited
number of operators. Print media such as newspapers and magazines required
distribution networks, while electronic media such as television and radio required
broadcasting licenses. Thus, for media to be media, a "delivery path" was
indispensable, and because this was an extremely scarce commodity, the media
industry had unprecedented barriers to entry. As a result, existing media
operators enjoyed monopolistic positions in non-competitive markets for many
years.

However, in the 1990s, the U.S. government opened up a new "delivery path"
called the Internet for general public use, fundamentally altering this structure.
The premise of the scarcity of "delivery path " that had previously defined media
control was lost.

This "democratization of the media" itself, I believe, is a desirable development
for democracy. However, existing media, which had gained privileged positions
and made substantial profits in a monopolistic market, began to abandon the
essential values of journalism such as "public interest," which they had cherished
in tfimes of leisure, and turned to commercialism as they were exposed to true
competition for the first time.

Concerned about such media conditions, I have been leading a news-oriented

Internet media called "videonews.com " since 2000. From my experience, I am
convinced that it is entirely possible to practice highly public journalism while

making solid profits in the new competitive environment of the Internet.
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However, to achieve this, media executives must learn such know-how from
scratch, and journalists and program producers must polish their public minds
while maintaining a strict standard of cost awareness and competitiveness. This
is not an easy task, but it is by no means impossible, and it is also a very rewarding
job. I feel that journalism has become a more rewarding profession than ever
before.

The essence of journalism is to balance public interest and profitability. And if
humanity fails to achieve this and journalism declines, democracy will die as well.
It goes without saying, borrowing the words of Thomas Jefferson, that democracy
is a political system based on the assumption that the sovereign has been
adequately informed. Recently, one of the main reasons why democracy is in crisis
worldwide is, I believe, that media capable of balancing public interest and
profitability have not yet developed under the new media environment. It is no
exaggeration to say that the fate of democracy depends on whether new
journalism can be realized. I believe the world is now entering such an era.
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I’ m surprised, having never even imagined I would win an award from ICU.

Looking back, the story started over forty years ago. My high school self,
enchanted by my own particular idea of the ‘international’, had strongly resolved
that there was no college for me but ICU. Uncomfortable in Japanese society, I
felt the need to escape; it was this discomfort that fueled my enchantment with
the “international’. And back then, the image I had cultivated involved peoples
with different religions and hair and eye colors mingling harmoniously — a true
Tang Dynasty Silk Road and Imperial Chang’ an! (Although I now know that these
places weren’t as harmonious or peaceful as I then thought.)

Happily, I entered my desired ICU, and I was sure my rosy student days were
set to begin. But the place waiting for me was, simply put, not a Silk Road. Of
course, there were students and professors with diverse backgrounds - much
more than one could ask for at another university. But still, the presence of the
United States was undeniable. I m not saying that was a bad thing. But it was no
Chang’ an. The person who I was had wanted to feel the presence of Eastern
civilizations. And the direction of my choice appeared to have strayed.

This won’ t do, I resolved. I decided again to escape. And in the library that I
escaped into, I found out about ICU’s exchange program with the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. Hong Kong! It wasn’t quite Chang’ an, but, oh well. I
headed there in 1986.

And in 1986, Hong Kong was in chaos. It hadn’ t even been a decade since the
Cultural Revolution ended on the mainland. The many refugees who had crossed
from there filled shanty towns left and right. From Vietnam, too, refugees from
that war populated migrant slums divided North and South Vietnamese. There
were certainly no deserts or camels anywhere, but in the sense that it had lots of
people congregated from distant lands, Hong Kong seemed to me like a modern
Chang’ an.

As the memory of losing the war faded, and it reveled in the Bubble Era, people
in Japan seemed to haughtily and frivolously believe that they were on top of the
world. But with just one step off the island, I was amazed at how different the
world seemed. If you don’ t know the outside world, you’ Il always think you’ re at
the center of it, and it seemed to me like that’s how Japan was becoming.

Learning a foreign culture might just be the work of learning that one isn’t at
the center of the world. That’s what I learned in Hong Kong.

After graduating, I tried working for a company, but I again felt that I couldn’ t
get used to Japanese society there, so I escaped. It’ s been 36 years now since I
entered the world of photography and literature. I haven’t ever run away from
that.

"Foreign culture" - the concept presumes, in a very Japanese way, the
existence of ‘one’s own’ and ‘the other’. But ignoring that for the moment, I
still think that it’ s an important and meaningful concept.
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Exchange and learning between foreign cultures aren’t restricted to cultural
exchange between countries. Everyone, including family, is a foreign culture. For
example, I’ m now taking care of my mother, but the world she lives in is a foreign
culture. Rather than imposing our own values, we should try to imagine what
another might think and want through a ‘foreign culture’ mindset and feel for
common ground. At these times, the foreign cultural experience I cultivated in
Hong Kong is extremely helpful.

To Hong Kong, which gave me the chance to realize this, and to ICU, which
gave me the choice to pursue it, I am profoundly and deeply grateful.
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The liberal arts education at ICU empowered me to truly and lovingly engage
with the at fimes complicated and ambiguous society of today. Through dialogue
with friends of diverse nationalities, religions, and languages, I realized that
“there is no one exclusive right answer,” and I cultivated a flexible mindset and
critical perspective. As a result, I was able to launch my current career of
advancing societal reform on diverse fronts, including my work to push the
adoption of a sharing economy, run a rulemaking school, realize a wider *extended
family’ community, and function as a television commentator and unaffiliated
corporate director. My study at ICU became a precious treasure, not just because
it imbued me with knowledge, but for its gifting me with the perspective and
philosophy to engage society on my own terms. In these troubled and confusing
times, we ICU students should remember the conversations and experiences we
shared on that beautiful campus, and work together as friends to open up a better
future for us all. I am excited to support everyone’s continuing success.
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