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WINTER 1958

BY THE FRUITS,
YE SHALL KNOW THEM

President Hachivo Yuasa

Conceived i
national coop

universal brotherhood, founded by inter-
n and dedicated to the Christian and
demacratic way of life, International Christian University
started in its adventurous career in April 1953 with a
cove of dedicated faculty and highly selected students, all
eager 1o new trail for new education for the new
world, Abusndant blessings were offered by worldminded
of ICU in Japan. America and elsewhere for this
vus beginning of this University of Tomorrow.

z¢ young men and women of the Class of 1957
were pionesrs. As such, they have willingly accepted
handicaps and inadequacies inevitable in an institution
in its initial stage of growth. They overcame the handi-
caps by concerted hardwork and compensated the in-
adequacies with hlgh hopes for better days to come.
The epoch-maki commencement of ICU took
place on March and 171 graduates left the
Mitaka campus to up their respective careers,
consiously or unconsciously, to test and to prove the
validity and relevancy of the ICU's educational ideal of
Service to God and Humanity. These first group of
alumni establi ble record of 10026 employ-

admission for graduate studies both in Japan and
America,

An equally remarkable record of initial achievement
was registered by the 124 graduates of the Class of 1958,
Together \\ ith the members of the Class of 1957, they
ed a fine reputation for ICU and placed
v as a first rate university in the educa
tional map of Japan.

These graduates have founded the Alumni Association
of ICU, Their representative now occupies an important
post as a Councellor on the ICU's Board of Councillors.
All of us are naturally prowd of our young alumni.
Thev are the fruits by which ICU will be judged. So
far. they have done so well, sometimes even beyond
our fondest hope. Yet it is also true that it is entirely
too early to predict their ultimate achievement, After
all, life is 2 serious husiness, so zerious that there is no
room for easy optimism. And what really counts in
the race of life i= not the start but the finigh.

It is good to learn of the publication of an Alumni
Newsletter. May it serve significantly the missions of
the Alumni Association: to keep on nurturing the pre=
cious fellowship born out of the common and united
ideal and purpose of ICU; te encourage, support, com-
fort, and heal mutually in the hard struggle of life;
and to grow, mature, enrich and be enriched. enlighten
and be enlightened, and to become truly free as men
and women in truth and in spirit.

5%

EDITORIAL

Today is the age of dehumanization. We alumni feel
its severity very keenly. The Christmas which we
have kept in our hearts of joyful memories of faculty
home-gathering or the candle-light service at ICU is
now a far nobler dream than the daily pedéstrian scene
of Christmas that we see around us today: our dreams
for our future have faded away before this cruel world's
secularism.  Of course we had heard of its hardness,
but it is apt to stifle our breath by its unexpected im-
pact. The questions of existentialism—{for what purpose
are we living or why do we exist—have now become
realities in our daily lives. However, in the depth of
a desperate situation we know the reality of the ideal
on which ICU was established—International Fellowship
and Christian Gospel. The newness of this ideal, which
is completely Iust in our age, grips our heart with a
most cogent significance. It is not new in the march
of time, but it is always “new” because of its real
eszence. It is, in fact, the only hope and salvation for
modern man., The words “the university of tomorrow’’
have become real in this senze. To re-establish a warm
human relationship in our society bhased on love and
faithfulness and to recover the dignity of the human
being in history under devine initiative is the only way
of saving us from the dreadful nihilism of no purpose,
no meaning, and no foundation to life’s existence.

ICU Alumni have a great responsibility both to our
society in which we are living and for our Alma Mater
in which we were brought up, “The seed has already
been sown. We should expand our fellowship in this
dehumanized world, The ground must be cultivated in
order that the seed may sprout and bear fruit. And
sometimes it might be true that unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies it remains alones;

aw

but if it dies, it bears much fruit. And we are respon-

sible not only for present situation, but we should also
nurture the young institution which provides the only
possibility of building a new world of tomorrow, Demons
are furious in their attempts to destroy the vitality of
this new bud rooted in truth. We must carefully repulse
the attacks of any kind of bacilli, either internal or
external, which spoil the dynamic character of life.
Both are our tasks. The challenge which we met at
ICU has become a reality to us through our daily ex-
periences. We are called upon to make every effort to

| achieve these goals.

The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of
mustard seed which a man t »* and sowed in
his field: it is the smallest of an “rads, but
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree. so birds make nests in-its
branches, Matt, 13: 31, 32.
December 20, 1958
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Satoshi Ogihara, Professor
Emeritus at Osaka University,
has made longstanding con-
tributions to the field of cell
biology through his research
and teaching. Alongside his
academic career, he has de-
voted more than a decade to
fostering cultural exchange
between the university and
the local community. In 2012,
he founded the “One-Coin
Concert for ALL,” a monthly
classical music series held at
Osaka University Hall. Origi-
nally conceived for students,
faculty, and staff, the series
now draws audiences from all
across Japan, and has grown
to the point where outstand-
ing performers from both
home and abroad active-

ly seek to appear. The initi-
ative has expanded through
collaborations with student
ensembles, the publication
of performance archives,

and the production of sever-
al concert CDs, deepening
its presence both on and off
campus. By opening the uni-
versity’s cultural resources to
the wider public, Ogihara has
cultivated a shared space in
which academic inquiry and
artistic expression coexist.
His sustained commitment to
creating an inclusive cultur-
al sphere exemplifies the val-
ues embodied in a liberal arts
education and reflects ideals
long upheld by International
Christian University.
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After graduating from ICU in
1981, Naoko Abe worked as
the first female political re-
porter for the Mainichi Shim-
bun, covering the prime min-
ister's office, among others.
In the UK, where she moved
in 2001, she became a free-
lance journalist and author,
writing in both English and
Japanese. Her 2016 Japa-
nese book, “'Cherry' Ingram,
The Englishman Who Saved
Japan's Blossoms”, won the
prestigious Nihon Essay-

ist Club Award. She pub-
lished the English adaptation
in 2019. It has been translat-
ed into eight languages, win-
ning numerous awards and
being named BBC Book of
the Week. The book is a bi-
ography of Collingwood In-
gram, an Englishman who
successfully brought back
cherry trees to Japan that
were thought to have become
extinct. In 2024, Abe pub-
lished “The Martyr and the
Red Kimono” in English. She
translated it into Japanese,
which was published last
year as “Chasing the Saint of
Auschwitz: The Story of a Hi-
bakusha and a Sakuramori”.
The book advocates for
peace through the story of
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Born in Musashino, Tokyo,
Chihiro Ichinose is a pho-
tographer whose work ex-
plores the relationship be-
tween the personal and the
public in everyday life. After
graduating from ICU, she pur-
sued graduate studies at the
University of Tokyo. She has
been actively exhibiting her
work in museums and galler-
ies. Her 2016 ZINE “Daily Life
and the Constitution” marked
a turning point in her career,
followed by the 2019 solo ex-
hibition “About the light (or

a nation) around you”. Most
recently, Ichinose provided
the photographs for “Rokko-
ku Kitchen”, written by Ar-

io Kawauchi and serialized in
“Gunzo” (Kodansha), which
won the 35th Prix Des Deux
Magots Bunkamura in 2025.
Through depictions of every-
day life along Fukushima’s
Route 6, her work has been
highly praised for capturing
the quiet resilience of people
rebuilding after the disaster.
Ichinose also contributes to
the ICU Alumni Association,
serving as a long-time pho-
tographer for ALUMNI NEWS.

three people: a Polish priest,
Father Maximilian Kolbe, who
founded a monastery in Naga-
saki before the war and was
killed in Auschwitz; a Nagasa-
ki atomic bomb survivor; and a
Hokkaido cherry tree creator.
The book conveys the mes-
sage that war must never hap-
pen again as memories of the
Second World War fade. Abe
was invited to Oslo last year to
talk to the chairman of the No-
bel Peace Prize committee,
Jorgen Frydnes, about the Hi-
roshima and Nagasaki atomic
bombings and their aftermath.

23

SASAJIMA, Ayaka (54 1D10)
HeRERE

WBSCY 7 b K —JVEREH 8,
FEOIEEITY 7 P R—ILEIBD.
ICUEZRIEY 7 b R—ILEICFIE,
BFELLTCERTEL-HSARE
HEDEREREL, TD%. B
HEELTOX YU T EER.
017EEBBHEEREME. H
AENRSEDY T bR—IV by T
U—JTEHEEDEDDE—FH. 7
AU Ak EEETHES hEREX
SICEHELTRES ., HFRER
AEOBHXILDEVWEFEEH > TR
Byah L. MEEEEAT, 2021
FILRFRREFIVEY IOV T R
— VR ARNBH A ICEARKEY
B3ADIEMDIAELTHBLE
EBRroNBELEAT. BED
FEELRSHHEL TV IEEEETO
E¥BaHHEL eSS, ERESTE
>fA3az=5—arhdbiELIL
HRICEAT3EREEHEELTH
ADMyTY—JTOEHEEHD
TW3, ¥z, FiEY 3/h&Fmv
T hR—IVERATREBHREHED S
& EMIERBANDORMEIT> TV 5,

WBSC (World Baseball Soft-
ball Confederation) Interna-
tional Softball Umpire. She
began playing softball as a
member of her junior high
school club, and while study-
ing at ICU, she joined the uni-
versity’s softball team. Along-
side her activities as a player,
she obtained certification

as an official umpire. Build-
ing her career step by step,
she later earned the qualifi-
cation of international um-
pire in 2017. In Japan, she
has served as the umpire

at the nation’s highest-lev-

el softball top league games.
Internationally, she was dis-
patched to tournaments held
in countries such as the Unit-
ed States, where she gained
firsthand experience of the
differences between Jap-
anese and global umpiring
cultures, further honing her
skills. In 2021, she fulfilled
her long-held dream by serv-
ing as one of only three Japa-
nese representatives selected
as official softball umpires for
the Tokyo Olympic Games.
Currently, while continuing
her work at the medical in-
stitution where she has been
employed since graduation,
she also officiates in Japan’s
softball top league as an in-
ternationally recognized um-
pire, applying the communi-
cation skills she cultivated on
the global stage. In addition,
she contributes to her lo-

cal community as an umpire
chief of Koganei softball fed-
eration.
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The three researchers, Yas-
uyo Minagawa, Ippeita Dan
and Hiroki Sato, have been
involved in functional Near-In-
frared Spectroscopy (fNIRS),
a cognitive neuroscience
measurement technique that
uses near-infrared light to
measure brain activity, for
over 25 years since its incep-
tion, and have made signifi-
cant contributions to the de-
velopment of this method and
neuroscience research us-
ing it. They were also elect-
ed to the Board of Directors
of the International Socie-

ty for fNIRS as Asia-Oceania
representatives. This method
has the advantage of being
able to measure a wide range
of populations, including in-
fants, and even during exer-
cise, and is used internation-
ally in a wide range of fields,
including cognitive science
and medicine. While their
core research is cognitive
neuroscience, the three re-
searchers each have different
approaches. Yasuyo Minaga-
wa is currently a professor at
Keio University's Faculty of
Letters, Ippeita Dan at Chuo
University's Faculty of Sci-
ence and Technology, and Hi-
roki Sato at Shibaura Insti-
tute of Technology's School
of Systems Engineering and
Science.
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Sakura Festival on Saturday, March 21, 2026

The Alumni Association’s “Sakura Festival” is a comprehensive annual event, comprising the annual General Assembly,
the Distinguished Alumni of the Year Award, and a semicentennial celebration of graduation, which the class of 1976 is invited this year.

@®Date & Time: March 21, 2026 (Sat) from 13:00 (Doors open at 12:30)

@®Program:

Part 1: General Assembly, DAY Award ceremony, 50th Anniversary Graduation Ceremony at
University Chapel

Part 2: Alumni Tea Party: at University Dining Hall, from 15:00

O®Fee:

Part 1: no charge

Part 2: adult: JPY3000, university, junior/high school students: JPY1,000, elementary school
students or younger: free of charge

*The class of 1976 and graduates of Summer 2025 and prospective graduates of Spring&Summer 2026 are free of charge.

Part1will be live-streamed. The streaming is one way and viewers are not able to vote in polls. Those who would like to make a vote should
submit a proxy in advance. (See the attendance form.)

Note: Please submit the attendance form below if you are going to participate or make a proxy vote.
Due: March 11 (Wed)
https://forms.gle/a3uFKDN4qWp6CR5L9

*If you are class of 1976, please register from URL noted in your invitation. [5] %4 [m]
*Please check the Alumni Association website for changes and details. https://www.icualumni.com/ =
e o

Contact:
ICU Alumni Association Office icualumni.office@icu.ac.jp
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BY THE FRUITS,
YE SHALL KNOW THEM

President Hachiro Yuasa

Conceived in universal brotherhood, founded by inter—
national cooperation and dedicated to the Christian and
democratic way of life, International Christian University
started in its adventurous career in April 1953 with a
core of dedicated faculty and highly selected students, all
eager to blaze a new trail for new education for the new
world. Abundant blessings were offered by worldminded
friends of ICU in Japan, America and elsewhere for this
auspicious beginning of this University of Tomorrow.

These yvoung men and women of the Class of 1957
were pioneers. As such, they have willingly accepted
handicaps and inadequacies inevitable in an institution
in its initial stage of growth. They overcame the handi-
caps by concerted hardwork and compensated the in—
adequacies with high hopes for better days to come.
The epoch-making first commencement of ICU took
place on March 21, 1957 and 171 graduates left the
Mitaka campus to take up their respective careers,
consiously or unconsciously, to test and to prove the

validity and relevancy of the ICU’s educational ideal of

Service to God and Humanity. These first group of
alumni established an enviable record of 10022 employ-
ment of the widest possible range and varieties, and
10096 admission for graduate studies both in Japan and
America.

An equally remarkable record of initial achievement
was registered by the 124 graduates of the Class of 1958.
Together with the members of the Class of 1957, they
have established a fine reputation for ICU and placed
ICU definitely as a first rate university in the educa-
tional map of Japan.

These graduates have founded the Alumni Association
of ICU. Their representative now occupies an important
post as a Councellor on the ICU’s Board of Councillors.
All of us are naturally proud of our young alumni.
They are the fruits by which ICU will be judged. So
far, they have done so well, sometimes even beyond
our fondest hope. Yet it is also true that it is entirely
too early to predict their ultimate achievement. After
all, life is a serious business, so serious that there is no
room for easy optimism. And what really counts in
the race of life is not the start but the finish.

It is good to learn of the publication of an Alumni
Newsletter. May it serve significantly the missions of
the Alumni Association: to keep on nurturing the pre—
cious fellowship born out of the common and united
ideal and purpose of ICU; to encourage, support, com—
fort, and heal mutually in the hard struggle of life;
and to grow, mature, enrich and be enriched, enlighten
and be enlightened, and to become truly free as men
and women in truth and in spirit.

EDITORIAL

Today is the age of dehumanization. We alumni feel
its severity very keenly, The Christmas which we
have kept in our hearts of joyful memories of faculty
home-gathering or the candle-light service at ICU is
now a far nobler dream than the daily pedéstrian scene
of Christmas that we see around us today; our dreams
for our future have faded away before this cruel world’s
secularism. Of course we had heard of its hardness,
but it is apt to stifle our breath by its unexpected im-
pact. The questions of existentialism—for what purpose
are we living or why do we exist—have now become
realities in our daily lives. However, in the depth of
a desperate situation we know the reality of the ideal
on which ICU was established—International Fellowship
and Christian Gospel. The newness of this ideal, which
is completely lost in our age, grips our heart with a
most cogent significance. It is not new in the march
of time, but it is always “new” because of its real
essence. It is, in fact, the only hope and salvation for
modern man. The words “the university of tomorrow”
have become real in this sense. To re—establish a warm
human relationship in our society based on love and
faithfulness and to recover-the dignity of the human
being in history under devine initiative is the only way
of saving us from the dreadful nihilism of no purpose,
no meaning, and no foundation to life’s existence.

ICU Alumni have a great responsibility both to our
society in which we are living and for our Alma Mater
in which we were brought up. The seed has already
been sown. We should expand our fellowship in this
dehumanized world. The ground must be cultivated in
order that the seed may sprout and bear fruit. And
sometimes it might be true that unless a grain of
wheat falls into the earth and dies it remains alone;
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. And we are respon-
gible not only for present situation, but we should also
nurture the young institution which provides the only
possibility of building a new world of tomorrow. Demons
are furious in their attempts to destroy the vitality of
this new bud rooted in truth. We must carefully repulse
the attacks of any kind of bacilli, either internal or
external, which spoil the dynamic character of life.
Both are our tasks. The challenge which we met at
ICU has become a reality to us through our daily ex—
periences. We are called upon to make every effort to
achieve these goals.

The kingdom of heaven is like a grain of
mustard seed which a man t < and sowed in
his field; it is the smallest of au “cods, but
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so birds make nests in its
branches. Matt. 13- 31, 32.
December 20, 1958



