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Interview with the New ICU President

Pandemic to Deepen
Liberal Arts Education

On April 1, professor Shoichiro Iwakiri was appointed ICU president to succeed professor Junko Hibiya. He had
previously headed the College of Liberal Arts. At that moment, the novel coronavirus, Covid-19, was sweeping this
country. ICU had to respond to the government’s declaration of a state of emergency. Alumni News interviewed
professor lwakiri on his thoughts on assuming the presidency, the future of ICU’s Liberal Arts education and trans-
lation of French plays, Iwakiri’s long-standing area of expertise.

--- The topmost item on the agen-
da immediately after taking office was
how to respond to the Covid-19 pan-
demic. What was going through your
mind in those spring months?

Iwakiri:  As dean of the College of
Liberal Arts, from April 2019 to end
March this year, ordinarily in that peri-
od | would have been briefing my suc-
cesor. March would have been time
to think about the spring term. But on
February 24, the government’s Nov-
el Coronavirus Expert Meeting an-
nounced that the next week or fort-
night would be critical . On February
27, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe an-
nounced the closure of all primary,
middle and high schools. Amidst the
cheerless mood that welcomed me
as the new president, the emergen-
cy management committee was sum-
moned chaired by myself, with vice
president Robert Eskildsen, the new-
ly appointed Graduate School dean
Tsuyoshi Mizoguchi, College of Liber-
al Arts dean Yoshito Ishio, administra-
tive faculty and ICU staff members. A
Covid-19 task force, a cross function-
al work team, was also put into action.
The commencement and matricula-
tion ceremonies were cancelled. After
thinking long and hard about what to
do with the spring term, the decision
was made quite early on March 12 to
put all classes online. The commit-

tee did study other possibilities. Like
other universities, the start of the new
term could have been postponed until
May, although it was unclear whether
the situation would improve by then.
In any event, it was decided that the
academic calender would be followed
and whole curriculum taught virtually.

As this was the first time to put all

courses online, it was difficult to know
what to do. But we could refer to the
many instances of ICU cooperating
with overseas universities.
--- What sort of online learning pro-
grams had been provided previously?
Iwakiri: The largest project is TP-
COIL, Trans-Pacific Collaborative On-
line International Learning for Multi-
culturalism and Conflict Resilience. In
conjunction with Tokyo University of
Foreign Studies, Aoyama Gakuin Uni-
versity and West Coast institutions,
such as University of California, Uni-
versity of Southern California, San Di-
ego State University and others, joint
courses are offered.

In addition, under the ICU Global
Challenge Forum, professor Katsuhiko
Mori, international relations, has net-
worked with Japanese high schools to
provide remote lessons and then in-
vite students to debate at ICU’s Open
Campus. We were also helped in set-
ting up the system by expert advise
from the Education Department facul-

ty who specialize in information tech-
nology based remote education and
e-learning.

--- At this juncture (lwakiri was inter-
viewed on June 10), how would you
evaluate your own track record, partic-
ularly on remote education?

Iwakiri: Of course, survey results of
the student body have yet to be col-
lated, but feedback through the Stu-
dent Services Division has told us that
initially some students feared that ed-
ucation quality would deteriorate. Re-
cently, thanks to faculty’s creative ef-
forts, they are telling us its caliber is
fully maintained.

For the April students, the spring
term started without the usual matric-
ulation ceremony, but through the En-
glish for Liberal Arts, | do hope that
the freshmen will get the feel for ICU’s
small class education.

--- In the post-coronavirus world,
some are saying that the paradigm will
change. Do you think the outbreak will
alter ICU’s Liberal Arts education?
Iwakiri: | believe that Liberal Arts ed-
ucation is resilient in such times and
will remain unchanged. The pillars of
ICU are twofold: Liberal Arts and “di-
alogue and critical thinking.” These
have made possible online learning.

ICU calls itself “university of to-
morrow,” meaning that our under-
standing of society, mankind and
nature will improve in the future, com-
pared to today. But the pandemic will
alter what we think about. Such ques-
tions as: What was globalization?
What should be done about the con-
centration of wealth? Can human ac-
tivity really coexist with nature? Liberal
Arts is closely intertwined with such is-
sues. Problems that cannot be solved
by a narrow speciality, are resolved by
gathering the wisdom of various fields.
This is very similar to Liberal Arts,
where students can choose their ma-
jor(s) from many. Thus, rather than not
changing, | believe that the pandem-
ic will deepen the Liberal Arts educa-
tion at ICU.

Iwakiri is also a Playwright!

--- Leaving aside Covid-19, let me ask
about yourself. What is your area of re-
search?

Iwakiri: My expertise is in French po-
etry, in particular, Charles Baudelaire
and other poets of the modern era.

--- You are also involved in writing for
the theater.

Iwakiri: It is not quite scriptwriting,
rather translation into Japanese. A
friend from university days, Yasuhi-
ro Kasamatsu is a composer and the
foremost expert on theater music. We
have collaborated in opera and dra-

IWAKIRI, Shoichiro

Graduated from Tokyo University, majoring
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1996

Promoted to professor in 2007

Assigned dean, College of Liberal Arts in
2019

Appointed ICU president, April 2020

matic recitation, with myself writing
the libretto or scenario.

Yukio Ninagawa, the theater di-
rector, whom Kasamatsu was work-
ing with on “the Greeks,” a mara-
thon drama, asked if he knew of a
good translator of French, in order to
stage French plays. Kasamatsu intro-
duced me to Ninagawa. In 2007, the
first drama that | translated into Jap-
anese was “The Lark” (Jean Anouilh),
starring Takako Matsu, which was a
big hit. The same year | also translated
“Caligula” (Albert Camus), with Shun
Oguri in the leading role. These two
scripts brought me the Yoshiko Yua-
sa Prize for overseas theater translat-
ed into Japanese. Offers have contin-
ued to come in eversince.

Back in March and April, rehears-
als were taking place of a three man
play, starring Issey Ogata, Fumiyo Ko-
hinata and Yo Oizumi. Just as the cur-
tain rose, the show had to shut down
because of the pandemic. What a dis-
appointment!

--- You have published your own col-
lection of poems.

Iwakiri: Yes, | like to express myself in
many ways.

--- What are your plans as ICU pres-
ident?

Iwakiri: | would like to communicate
more about the unique nature of ICU’s
Liberal Arts. Our university was includ-
ed in the Top Global University Project
(Super Global University) of the Minis-
try of Education, Culture, Sports, Sci-
ence and Technology. Under the previ-
ous president Hibiya’s leadership, the
highest “S” grade was given to ICU
in the interim report. | must redouble
these efforts.

In the College of Liberal Arts, ed-
ucational reform, enhanced educa-
tional capacity and internationaliza-
tion are the current focus. In addition,
what can we develop for this global
environment. | would like to try to re-
define human existence and promote
holistic research of subsumption and
exclusion systems in culture, society
and biology and other profound is-
sues. ICU has such varied majors and
research institutes, which could be
linked organically to study and com-
municate how ICU is trying to compre-
hend the world.

Another thing | would like to do
is to broaden cooperation with JI-
CUF, Japan ICU Foundation. In New
York, JICUF is located close to both
the United Nations Headquarters and
Columbia University. It should be pos-
sible to create a New York program,
despatching students, faculty and
staff.
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CHINO, Tomoko (CLA 2, G1972)
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Chino put to work the education acquired at
ICU in her expatriate life, obtained her doctor-
ate in her fifties and began in earnest to teach
and research about English literature. As ICU
professor, she facilitated exchanges with her
second alma mater, University of California, Ir-
vine, and received the University’s Chancellor
award in 1997. She has been involved in the
establishment and running of the Pedilavium
Society for more than 40 years and has also
set up the Peace Bell Scholarship in memory
of professor D.S. Brewer. She also published
“Shakespeare’s Time, Our Time” in November
2019.
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ICU jumped into my life in 1952, when
| was in second year at high school.
One morning, my father who had
been reading the newspaper sud-
denly shouted “I’'ve found the school
that Tomoko you should go to,” and
showed me the article — a new school
called International Christian Univer-
sity will accept students from 1953.
Eversince that moment for the past 68
years, ICU has been and is part and
parcel of my life. Here again, the DAY
award sponsored by the Alumni Asso-
ciation has given me an opportunity to
reflect on how ICU has been my guid-
ing light. Let me express my heartfelt
gratitude.

Why did | get into my head that ICU
is the school | should go to? It might
sound strange, but there was no oth-
er choice. The name of the university
says it all, | believe. | was convinced
that my future would only be real-
ized by studying at an ideal school,
embodied in its international nature,
Christianity and scholarship. Behind
that convinction was the experience of
evacuating to the countryside during
World War Il, then on my return to To-
kyo narrowly escaping the nightmar-
ish great air raid of March 1945 and
my wish to learn the language and
thought patterns of the Allies.

Having been admitted to ICU for-
tunately, one professor described the
four years at ICU as the period of for-
mation, starting with the English lan-
guage and liberal arts programs. Dur-
ing those formative years, amongst

the unforgettable tutors that | met,
the weight of Professor Tateo Kanda,
head of the Humanities Department,
was enormous. On consulting him
about changing my major to English
Literature, he replied, “I'll invite just
the right teacher for you.” As prom-
ised, in the autumn of my junior year,
a professor arrived at ICU from Birit-
ain and became my advisor. He was
Derek Stanley Brewer, the foremost
authority on Geoffrey Chaucer, who
remained at ICU for two years and
on his return became master of Em-
manuel College, Cambridge. He took
care of the ICU students in Britain and
continued to academically advise me
until he passed away.

From the Swiss theologian Emil
Brunner, | learned the motto, “chal-
lenge and response.” Professor Brun-
ner was the embodiment of those
words and showed us how to live by
them. Although | may not have under-
stood it at that time, that phrase may
have been the trigger to my baptism
at the ICU Chapel and was the guide-
post on how | should live. It continues
to this day.

Having married an alumnus, we
started our lives together overseas in
1966. The countries we lived in were
former wartime enemies and our first
posting was to the Netherlands, the
home of Flemish school of painting,
where what | had learnt at ICU on his-
tory and arts were tested, an invalua-
ble experience.

Having been educated and sur-
rounded by unconditional love and
benevolence of the many teachers at
ICU, my purpose now is to continue
my research and also do something
positive, be it in academia, in socie-
ty and at church. As a fruit of my re-
cent research, | wrote and published
“Shakespeare’s Time, Our Time” in
November 2019. As the department of
humanities no longer exists due to the
ICU curriculum reform, | would like to
further expand nurture the Pedilavium
Society, a non-profit organization, as
a venue for research and networking.
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MURAKAMI, Yoichiro P. (tenure 1972-2008)

FEE - BFEZOSB CERFEART 5HMRE

THIEHE, ICUTIZ1I72EH» SIEEHHEME L T,

19954/ 5 2008 FE DIBIEF TIIHW E L THIEIC
A6, ZOEKICHAZEAREEHES V., 2016-17
FEDFE—MA - FZEIRRBRLUNIIVT —V AGIRE
ICEE, AREEZBATEND S HIRLVEREE
B, ICUDUNRSILT — I DERBELDHB LI
"k L 7=,

NI, KEOERETHEVAREZ
DAYICHBUT & ol &, £ EICK
KT, BHOEIPRIHIEEA.

FDICUEDEFY (3, BEROAHY F 2
TLD—, BFEHEFEHELT HIFEHE
fELTEDIROAECETAEZ—MLEL
oo TDXAVTHRDP 2DT, 1995
FIS, EEOEIEEBEBROREEED
I, RERFETOEFE—F&L TEEL
f2EE. ICUIRT TICFEADPR TR, BRO
RICSARELSNTAELE,

TOEEDEEZRLTHEL DS, AR

In the field of history and philosophy of sci-
ence, Murakami is a renowned researcher and
messenger. He has taught at ICU since 1972
and served as professor from 1995 to his re-
tirement in 2008. Many alumni have had the
honor of listening to his lectures. Two years
running in 2015 and 2016, Murakami spoke at
the first and second Alumni Association Liber-
al Arts Open Lecture, attracting audience from
the alumni and outside and contributing to the
broader appreciation of ICU’s Liberal Arts.
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It is truly an honor to be chosen as one
of the Distinguished Alumni this year,
despite the fact that | am not an ICU
graduate and am truly grateful.

My path first crossed with that of
ICU when | began teaching part-time
the philosophy of science, a subject in
the Natural Sciences curriculum. Be-
cause of my long association, on the
retirement of my predecessor, profes-
sor Masao Watanabe in 1995, | had al-
ready thought of ICU rather like an al-
ma mater.

As this is the first time to divulge the
story, perhaps it is meaningful in writ-
ing down what actually happened. My
last post at Tokyo University was the
directorship of the Research Center
for Advanced Science and Technol-
ogy, an interdisplinary graduate or-
ganization. When the tenure end-
ed, | would have one year left to my
retirement from Tokyo University; |
could have remained at the research
center or returned to my former Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences. But rigid-
ly ruled by the national university reg-
ulations, transfer to either post would
have vexed the personnel department.
While | was ruminating on what to do,
| received a welcome invitation from
ICU. This offer was doubly attractive
because of my affinity to ICU, having
taught for quite a while, and proximity,

living in Mitaka meant my workplace
would be extremely close by. But with
other institutions also sounding me
out, | was still holding off my final de-
cision. That is the truth.

One fine autumn day, an unexpect-
ed visitor entered my office at the re-
search center of Tokyo University. It
was Takeshi Umehara, director gen-
eral of the Nichibunken, or the Inter-
national Research Center for Japa-
nese Studies established in Kyoto.
Umehara, the philosopher, eagerly en-
ticed me to come to Kyoto. | wavered;
it was a unique institute with no teach-
ing obligation and an extremely attrac-
tive research environment.

However, life is wondrous in that it
was professor Umehara’s offer that
prompted me to accept the tenure at
ICU. | do apologize for saying this, but
honestly speaking it was more to do
with my nonagenarian mother, who
was living in the same house. | just
did not have the courage to transfer
to Kyoto and start a completely new
life. ICU is either a 30 minute walk or
a 20 minute drive. This difference was
decisive. My mother lived to the ripe
old age of 106, but if we had moved to
Kyoto, her life span might have been
shorter. The other additional point was
my strong affinity to ICU from the past.
It could be said that my cowardly atti-
tude against trailblazing a new future
outweighed Nichibunken’s charm.

On my first day as a full-time pro-
fessor at ICU, a comment came as a
shocking revelation. In my conversa-
tion with the Humanities Department
colleagues, | used the expression “re-
search and education” without think-
ing too deeply. That was the normal

phrase used in my previous organiza-
tion. A keen-eared professor cautioned
me, “the order is different here.” For a
moment, | did not quite understand the
reproach, but | realized that my office is
located in the Education and Research
Building. Every thing fell into place and
the new precedence was engraved in
my mind.

Let me touch on my religious pilgrim-
age. One of the last pupils of the Chris-
tian evangelist Kanzo Uchimura was a
teacher at my primary school and | at-
tended his Sunday school until my mid-
dle school days. Uchimura’s “Research
of the Four Evangelists” is still kept in
my bookshelf. Having distanced my-
self from church during my high school
years, an event lead me to catechism
gatherings and in Christmas 1958, |
was baptised at the Nanzan Catholic
Church in Nagoya. At ICU, | have not
felt any religious or doctrinal friction,
thanks to Ecumenism, but more due to
the tolerant nature of this community. |
am very thankful.

Eventually, as head of the 21st Cen-
tury Center of Excellence Program, my
retirement from graduate school was
lengthened by a year, and | served for
13 years until the age of 71 as ICU pro-
fessor. Due to the tenacity and dogged
efforts of my predecessor, Masao
Watanabe, | lectured on the history and
philosophy of science until my retire-
ment. However, in the denouement that
followed, the research institute and the
courses were both discontinued. This
was my failing and the only regret that
| have.

At the end, let me repeat my pro-
found gratitude to the Alumni Associ-
ation.
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Saito served as the 15th president of the Alum-
ni Association from 2002 to 2006, was the
moving spirit in involving the younger gener-
ation alumni and students with his innova-
tive ideas and is credited with laying down the
foundation for the present alumni association
that works. Even after stepping down, he has
continued to interview alumni who have dis-
tinguished themselves in various fields for 15
years. Please refer to “Today’s Shining Alum-
ni Star” in the Alumni Association homepage.
Sixty seven alumni have made their appear-
ance, encouraging other alumni and enhanc-
ing ICU’s visibility.
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| am truly thankful for being selected
as one of the Distinguished Alumni of
the Year. As the DAY was inaugurated
when | served as Alumni Association
president, | was hesitant at first about
accepting this prize — would | not be-
come a director-actor in a charade!
But on second thoughts, it would be
an honor to line up shoulder to shoul-
der with those who have raised ICU’s
visibility and appeal, and to thank the
alumni and secretariat that have con-
tinued these activities for the past 15
years since 2006.

Currently, | am educating and train-
ing problem solvers in order to im-
prove corporate performance. Prob-
lem Solving is not an academic
discipline, nor does it not rely on rote
memory to solve issues. | believe that
true problem-solving is a way of think-
ing and utilizing one’s mind. One has
to gather the facts and data, uncov-
er the essence, correctly and logical-
ly understand the meaning, get people
involved, take action and obtain re-
sults. Problem-solving makes for bet-

ter institutions, organizations, corpora-
tions and ultimately society. Not only
major issues, but by tackling one’s dai-
ly chores with a problem-solving ap-
proach, life itself would be better. That
is to say, learning about problem solv-
ing means learning to live.

On assuming the post of president, |
utilized the problem solving thought
process to create various programs to
make the Alumni Association a more
vibrant place to gather for the alum-
ni, students and the university as a
whole. With the help of the vice presi-
dents, trustees, councillors, secretariat,
alumni, students, the committee activi-
ties were livened up, the Alumni News
renovated and redesigned, the student
councillor scheme and Dream Com-
petition introduced, fund-raising par-
ties and the DAY prize organized. These
programs should change optimally ac-
cording to the times. It is my strong
wish that the Alumni Association con-
tinue to be a venue where activities can
be carried out for the benefit of ICU and
alumni.

The term “problem solving” may
sound easy enough, but if | look at
the current situation in Japan, there
is a dearth of people who can think
through based on this problem solv-
ing approach. When Japan’s bubble
burst back in 1990, 1300 trillion yen
worth of assets went up in smoke and
this country’s competitiveness has nev-
er recovered. The need for people who
have the ability to think properly will be-
come even greater. With more people
endowed with problem solving skills,
a better organization, a better society
and a better country would be built. |
will press forward in the education and
training of problem solvers.
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Photographs provided by the PinchukArtCentre © 2012. Photographed by Sergey Illin.
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KOIZUMI, Meiro (CLA 43, 1D 99)
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Video artist Koizumi studied at an art and de-
sign college in Britain, after graduating from
ICU and for a while worked in Amsterdam.
From 2007, Koizumi has chosen Yokohama
as his residence and pursues the relationship
between nation-state, community versus indi-
viduals, the body versus the spirit. Recent so-
lo exhibitions include the Mori Art Museum,
Tokyo, in 2009, the Museum of Modern Art,
New York, in 2013 and many museums around
the world. He has also participated in various
group shows, such as the Aichi Triennale in
2019 and the “After ‘Freedom of Expression?’”
His works are exhibited at the Museum of Con-
temporary Art, Tokyo, the Tate Gallery, London,
Museum of Modern Art, New York and many
others.

[NB&EREAEDL?] [ZOAEHIED
#HeLE3?| [HOEELIE?] [EEL
2] TARMADFEDICEZTWEIDOHL?
CABEFHBBVKEEBULS, ICUTO
AFEBICEDLDREICELNEL 2, IE
EEHLEEFS. RIEBIOIEHYDOLEE
DR EFIC. BTERMOABDEANE
BUaBiesdy rIbY %, RH. B0,
HEVWSEMEBA LD EBENICH
MICK->TRALD ETHHFATE. =l
EXRIBEY 2 ABHOEH LFEMEED
HRICFAEF > T ik 21— %%, fib
ADEEBHEZIANEEL., 9»UE
ABWMbEERELTOKEVPEE>TL
hi-4AEBOEER, ZLTIOHETIE
BHTE20EZHICEBERL. X2
I TKNTWBELDOHESRV, SOFD
ANEEEMEHON—-ZI PR SN A-BE
BEFETL =,

ZEEL1999F 3. NTIVEEE#R DR
oK AR > Rk, SRITICHEEL 2B8F L
KRELBDPEAEARITERDODTLC LS
BERTUE, TAGEREDLS ZZRIC
BESEEZFTELES, BAORY 20
CEEBERTINEE, EVWOHALRER
PHoEEREBELTWVWET, LAL. =i
RICEDEVWDTIUE B k- EEBETE
&I TY, BESAY DA% IZDOEE & EKE
EhTELE, EEEMBITSNTEEL
o BLUTFEET, ESXHID20FEM.
B4z RB&Hd . ICUTELNRELICK
E5Z2fmIIohTEAERLUTVWEY, B
7Eld. ERSNOEEE. EHE. ¥+v7V
—BET, EICHGKEE > ETERE R
ZLTWEY,

FLOMERIE. RUTOHBORBR, HEL
KELEETIEHY XA, £-—HDEE
LT AEY, EUTRIELVER] %

KRTB2LIBBDTEHYEEA, FAD
EmiE. ABOSMERE EXWVISHES -
HDTT, BADEEPEL S EHIC, 75
SRWEY, U CEACEPEALTR
NPEBEERSEHEZVAI EVWSIHATT,
BRICEE ARV, HEAOHHEHR T LT,
HHEHEREH KN, 2712580,
A2 BRESCBEVES EHEZHHELLS
PRERXETICHZUAI EVWSIHATT,
Z2FBIET. B—%AX. BX. Rik
BEEVWS-REAEEZ-. BAEEA
PIHFTE B NS LBAE. CORELL
HRIEDZEFERBDTIEEIELEE
LT&EF L7

L LEE, COETRESHHZEA
FERERRTICEPRELEFRICE -
TETWVWEY, BFEEZ»EHWB Y
I>F—12019% < 2 1%EMEE. B
FebBERAALRTIORRICHAEE
PHELE [REOBH] ERRLTE
MRDPIFEHFREATIEFDOETIEE
. [E#®OEMA]. [HEDHA]. ZLT
IEBDO[MBEF] ERPIREIHRE
FORETHY . DL #HEMEERTS
OIS, FEANEFFEMCHETSZLET
HHEMFFIREEHBATT ., COEML AR
REBAEDPHRETS/-HIC. FEER.
BO7—7 1 X b RUBEFRE ERE/ER
RENEEEIICKEITTVET, Z05EEF
. #B2K 71—V TCHEEILTWEH4
EDF-LIBRPUPEETATVBIDOTY
P EDLSBH/IIT->-THRBICUD
OBTY] ¢FEaLPITLEIRHIZL
CEICEALICE,LINTUVET, ICUTE
PP, BEBERTT. FihdE
HWORY hT—=7E L TZOHSICREV
TWBIEEERSESNBBETY,

XA UTEEDBFEORS,. CO&
SBIAREEEVELEVTEIVHEDOIPIEE
HKOELE, ULAPL, AOKIBEZFD
HBEVWS—BIEHM-THEIEVNS &L
ZLT. COERTERIEL TV BERICH
H, BEL, o TVWB0BOH 4 PHE
£I2, HDTDPTHIMAREARICE->TLh
hIZEBBVWIDEEH ZDAYEERTEL C
EICUE L. £EFEPSRIERS BV
CEPUBATYTN. Chh5HICUTE
PhEBEVICERICHEEVEY S, 815
ADDLEEDED LD BIEREEYRKTT
WIHEBSTWVWETDT, E5FTHHF
<&V,

COERERHICIHIPEITEVET,

“What is a human being?”

“What sort of society do humans
build?”

“Does God exist?”

“What is truth?”

“What do humans live for?”

These profound questions arose in my
head in my senior year at ICU. Hold-
ing broken fragments of earthenware,
just excavated from a dig site, profes-
sor Richard Wilson taught me to im-
agine the lives of people several mil-
lenia ago. Professor Anri Morimoto
made me thoroughly and intellectually
understand about religion, faith, God
and other elements beyond human ra-
tionality. Professor Clair Hughes invit-
ed me into the rich universe of spiritual
activities that underly both the arts
and literature. Four years in the dor-
mitory taught me to accept and re-
spect others and to enjoy co-existing
with those one could not truly com-
prehend. | also met my wife who has
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In the State of Amnesia, 2015. Installation view at Kyoto Art Center
for Kyoto Experiment: Kyoto International Performing Arts Festival 2016 Autumn.

supported me through thick and thin,
making allowance for my modus viven-
di that is far freer than what society re-
quires. The time spent at ICU was inval-
uable in shaping the foundation of my
life and artistic activities.

When | graduated in 1999, Japan’s
economic bubble had burst and it was
an ice age for job seekers. Academical-
ly capable friends who had joined big
banks were now leaving one after the
other. | remember that there was an
air of freedom - | could do whatever |
wanted to do and not be tied to con-
ventions. However, my plan to become
an artisit was a little reckless. Many
worried for me. | may have annoyed
people around me, but was also helped
by them. Thanks to everyone, | have
been able to water the seeds sowed at
ICU for the past 20 years, without los-
ing sight of myself. Currently, | am cre-
ating mainly visual art work for muse-
ums, galleries and exhibitions both in
Japan and overseas.

My works are not pretty paintings,
nor pleasant to look at. Neither do | im-
pose a uniform style of beauty nor try
to symbolize a “beautiful country.” My
works are filled with human doubt, cha-
os and hesitation, attempt to draw out
the benevolence and beauty of people,
and also the ugliness and aggression,
the violence and irresponsibility born
out of herd mentality. At times, | would
call into question common sense, criti-
cize society, make a mockery of pow-
er and authority, touch on taboos, draw
up without any hesitation nor conjec-
ture reality that people may not wish to
look squarely at. Through these activ-
ities, | believe small spaces where in-
dividuals can square off each other,
smashing the boundaries of friend or
foe, nation-state and race in this chaos.

However, it has become more dif-
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ficult recently to openly display works
that portray social critique in this coun-
try. Last year, censorship of the Aichi
Triennale exhibition further escalated
the situation, with various government
officials entering the foray. Freedom of
expression is not a debate about artist’s
rights to do anything and everything,
but is fundamental to a democra-
cy where freedom of speech, freedom
of the press and our right to know are
assured, and is also indispensable to
guarantee social diversity and peaceful
co-existence of humankind. To break
through this atrophied state, | have got
together with other artists, friends and
interested parties to protest and carry
out enlightenment campaigns from last
year. Through such activities, new con-
nections have been created with peo-
ple from various fields. And I’'m truly
surprised to find so many alumni who
would walk up to me and tell me that
they had been at ICU. It is at those mo-
ments | sense that the seeds sown at
ICU have taken root in this society’s soil
as a new solidarity network, transcend-
ing time and space.

Still midway in both my career and
achieving my ambition, | wrestled with
the question of whether | should de-
cline such an outstanding prize. But, ul-
timately | decided to accept the honor-
able DAY award to let the world know
that there are people like myself and
also offer some encouragement and
hope to alumni and students who are
agonizing, fighting and being torn apart
in this cramped and chaotic world.
There is just so much to do. In the fu-
ture too, | would like to seriously con-
front the questions that were planted in
me at ICU and create works that strike
a cord in the onlooker’s hearts. Please
look forward to my future exhibitions.
Let me reiterate my thanks.
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YAMAMOTO, Kazuna (CLA 63, ID 19)
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In December 2018, a Japanese magazine
Weekly SPA published an article extremely
disparaging about female university students.
Yamamoto, still at ICU, started a campaign to
collect signatures, complained directly to the
magazine’s editors and secured an apology.
Her bravery encouraged many who were feel-
ing uncomfortable, yet were unable to voice
their fear or pain. Through the conviction that
one should raise one’s voice if something
odd is observed, a not for profit organization,
Voice Up Japan, was established. After grad-
uating from ICU, she has continued her work
on human rights and gender issues. Currently,
Yamamoto heads the NGO Educate For in Pe-
ru and is also incorporating a block chain com-
pany in Chile.
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“If | were you, | would definitely go to
ICU.”

My mother’s words were the trigger to
advance to ICU and the start of my four
years of university. The vast campus,
the small class education and most of
all the diverse background of the fac-
ulty and students attracted me. After
graduation, | still firmly believe that my
decision was right. What influenced me
most was my year abroad and the sen-
ior year that followed. When my Span-
ish language professor Daniel Quinte-
ro Garcia asked me if | wanted to go
to Chile, my answer was — No way! You
must be joking! Neither I, nor my par-
ents imagined that | would choose the
most distant country from Japan as a
study destination. | only have muchas
gracias to professor Quintero, who ca-
joled me, saying “Just go to Chile. It’ll
work out, even if your comprehen-
sion is not sufficient.” My Chilean year
was the first time outside of my com-
fort zone. | did fail the macroeconom-
ics course due to lack of Spanish, but |
gave it a good fight. That year in Chile
was a challenging and fruitful time. It
became clear what | wanted to do with
my life and what sort of person | should
become. | am here today because of
the year abroad and the following sen-
ior year. After returning to Japan, | was
busy trying to become an entrepreneur
— learning everything about business
without an inkling of business admin-
istration, writing dozens of emails and

proposal documents at night and talk-
ing to many people. At every meeting
with my advisor, professor Jun Saito, |
would have to apologize and confess
that | had not added a page to my the-
sis. Despite this, professor Saito would
come to events organized by the NGO
that | had set up and encouraged me
to go on. Even when | started a new
program, six months before gradua-
tion, he told me, “I'll be cheering you
on, but don’t forget your dissertation!”
In this way, thanks to a professor who
took me seriously, dealt deftly with my
edgy personality and kept up with the
frequent changes to my thesis topic, |
feel strongly that | would study at ICU
again, if the chance comes.

Furthermore, | remember the words
uttered by President Junko Hibiya at
the commencement ceremony - “Do
not take for granted that you are here
today. For those of you present now,
do not forget that you have responsi-
bilities.”

Proud of having graduated from ICU,
I would like to tackle the problems of
exploitation, inequality, violence and at-
tempt to build a society where all can
co-exist and no one is left behind. The
world is smaller than one thinks and
there are alumni everywhere. Because |
graduated from ICU, opportunities mul-
tiplied and many alumni helped me.
| hope | will be able to contribute in a
similar way and provide a helping hand
in return to future alumni and students.
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From the University
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A series of articles to introduce university offices has been running on this page in the past several issues, but starting from this issue, ICU Archives &

Special Collections will be offering a new series. The series will provide an opportunity to find out in depth about the history of ICU, perhaps about the
times when you were a student or things you’ve never heard of before. We hope you enjoy it.

- IUEEE (ICU7—HMTR) Text: Tatsuhiko Matsuyama (ICU Archives)
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Three Campuses, Three Stories

Hello, everyone. ICU Archives &
Special Collections will now take over
this section of Alumni News. We are
the department within ICU Library that
holds numerous documents and pho-
tographs related to the history of ICU.
From the information drawn from these
records, we would like to write on spe-
cific topics for each issue.

Introduction

The first article is about the ICU
campus. Currently, ICU has three cam-
puses. Besides Mitaka Campus where
most of our education and research ac-
tivities take place, there are campus-
es in Nasu and Karuizawa. It is obvious
that all three campuses had been the
properties of other persons or organiza-
tions before ICU acquired them. While
most of you may already know that Mi-
taka Campus used to be owned by an
aircraft manufacturer, Nakajima Aircraft
Company, you may have no idea about
Nasu and Karuizawa. Let’s look into the
stories about how these three proper-
ties came to be our campuses.

Mitaka Campus

ICU acquired the current Mitaka
Campus from Nakajima Aircraft Com-
pany in 1950. The year before, in 1949,
the ICU’s founding principles as well as
a fundamental education plan were laid
down by the Japanese and North Amer-
ican Christian leaders who gathered at
YMCA Tozan-so, so-called “Gotemba
Meeting.” However, selection process
of the university site had already started
before that in 1947. At first, more than
ten candidate sites were considered,
including Numazu City which boasts
majestic views of Mt. Fuji, the symbol
of Japan, and the Pacific Ocean and
Nishinomiya City in Hyogo. Main mem-
bers of the Organizing Committee, in-
cluding Tadaoki Yamamoto and Soi-
chi Saito energetically visited the sites,
and it was decided on the former site
of Nakajima Aircraft Company located
on Musashino Plateau, where Mt. Fu-
ji can be viewed in the distance. It was
Yamamoto who strongly insisted that
Mitaka was the most appropriate site
for building the new university. “365
acres may not be large enough, but if

we also purchase the adjacent land now
used as Chofu Airport after it is derequi-
sitioned, the site combined will be over
900 acres in total. | suppose that should
be enough for building a new interna-
tional center with various international
organizations arranged around the uni-
versity” a comment typical of his bold
and ambitious character. The fact that it
was only about 4 miles away from Tokyo
Woman’s Christian University, the base
for the Organizing Committee’s activi-
ties may have been another factor for
the decision.

It has only been ten years since Na-
kajima purchased the land from local
farmers to build their research institu-
tion with the authority of the Japanese
government and military. After the dis-
solution of Nakajima, the farmers re-
turned to where they lived before and
started farming, in consequence.

Against the backdrop of post-war
farmland reform policies that empha-
sized the rights of peasants, the Organ-
izing Committee was faced with difficult
negotiations with Mitaka City’s Agri-
cultural Committee* and former resi-
dents who wanted to return to the site.
The current Mitaka Campus finally be-
came ICU campus by paying compen-
sation money to farmers and residents
who had to move out of the site and by
hiring the former residents as employ-
ees. In addition, the Organizing Com-
mittee made a petition to the General
Headquarters, the Supreme Command-
er for the Allied Forces (GHQ) and had
the Japanese government purchase
the land and then sell it to the univer-
sity. Nakajima Aircraft Company owned
the site only for a period of less than ten
years. We should remember the fact that,
until then, the site had been in the hands
of the local inhabitants, the masters of the
Musashino Uplands covered by woods
and streams, since ancient old stone age.

Nasu Campus

Nasu Campus is located in Nasu
Town, Nasu County in Tochigi, covering
an area of more than 239 million acres,
larger than Mitaka Campus, which is
153 acres. It was used for students’
club camps and on other occasions un-
til 2010. Some of you may remember

from your student days the Hakkakudo,
an octagonal chapel holding a statue of
Virgin Mary inside. Virgin Mary usually is
a religious manner for Catholic churches.
How come a Catholic Church icon came
to ICU, which was supposed to be an in-
ter-denomination university? Before the
property became an ICU campus, it was
owned by a Catholic-affiliated social wel-
fare corporation named Jisei-kai. Found-
ed by a missionary, Father Joseph Flau-
jac who arrived in Japan in 1886, Jisei-kai
started by providing relief for patients
with tuberculosis. Today, it operates var-
ious welfare facilities including orphan-
ages, facilities to support handicapped
people, and special nursing homes for
the elderly. The Hakkakudo was built by
Jisei-kai in 1954 as part of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Camping School facilities.
Later, ICU acquired this property in 1977
using the gain on sale of land to The Mid-
dle Eastern Culture Center in Japan. Use
of ICU Nasu Campus was discontinued
in March 2011 due to damages caused
to the building and infrastructure by the
Great East Japan Earthquake. | visited
the suspended Nasu Campus on May
4, 2020, with a special permission from
the Facilities Management Division. The
janitor guided me through the property.
In only a decade since the suspension
of use of the facilities, the roads were al-
ready covered with such thick vegetation
that they could hardly be distinguished,
demonstrating the amazing vigor of na-
ture. | could not help hoping that the rich
natural environment will again be uti-
lized for ICU one day. (Photovoltaic pow-
er generation facilities have been intro-
duced at two locations on the property
and operating as the university’s rev-
enue-generating business since 2015).

Karuizawa Campus

How did our third campus, Karuiza-
wa Sanbiso become an ICU property?
This land was owned by a banker named
Tetsujiro Shidachi before the WWII. He
was a prominent figure who held im-
portant positions in Meiji to Showa era
as the President of The Industrial Bank
of Japan. He attended the International
Economic Conference as a Japan dele-
gate. Karuizawa was a place known as
a summer retreat for foreigners from the
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late Meiji Era, but around the 1910’s Jap-
anese politicians and successful busi-
nessmen also started to build their sum-
mer houses one after another. Tetsuijiro,
too, built his house at the foot of Mt. Ata-
go in around 1914. His wife Taki was the
fourth daughter of Yukichi Fukuzawa. In
her childhood, she was influenced by Al-
exander Croft Shaw who taught her el-
der brothers as a tutor, Taki became a
devoted Christian and was baptized at
St. Andrew’s Cathedral and later served
as the chair of Japan YWCA. A.C.Shaw
was also known as a man who intro-
duced Karuizawa to other foreigners.
Tetsujiro and Taki were blessed with four
daughters, Miho, Yana, Miho (second)
and Tayo, but both Miho died young. In
1939, Tetsuijiro established a company to
support Manchuria colonists and named
it “Sanbi-kai” in memory of his two lost
daughters, taking the initial letters of
their names. He founded a training fa-
cility, Sanbi-kai Farm on a land in Shina-
no Oiwake, where he had acquired ear-
lier (current ICU Sanbiso). Tetsujiro died
soon after the war ended and left the land
and facility for his second daughter Ya-
na and her husband Kyozo Yuasa (4th
Chair of ICU Board of Trustees; he is not
a direct relative to the first ICU President
Hachiro Yuasa) and the other trustees of
Sanbi-kai. Tetsujiro’s Sanbi-kai Farm was
then passed down to ICU by Kyozo Yua-
sa who deeply sympathized with the uni-
versity philosophy. This was how Sanbi-
so was born on July 11, 1952. It was the
strong will of Taki Shidachi (Fukuzawa) to
maintain the name “Sanbi,” taken from
her two late daughters. With Miki House,
tennis courts and other facilities in 13
acre land, Sanbiso continued to date as
ICU’s training and recreation site.

Reference materials:

Daisuke Sato, et al. “Meiji Taisho-ki no Karuiza-
wa ni okeru Kogen Hishochi no Keisei to Bes-
so Shoyusha no Hensen (Development of high-
land summer resorts in Karuizawa and trends
in property owners during the Meiji and Taisho
Era).” The Historical Geography, v.46-3 p.1-20.
Eiichiro Kabashima. 2019. Aru Tochi no Mo-
nogatari (A story of a land). Hokuju Publishing.
Kokusai Kirisuto Kyo Daigaku Shimbun (ICU
News), June 24, 1958. (ICU Archives & Spe-
cial Collections)

Kyozo Yuasa. Sanbiso Yurai-ki (The origins of
Sanbiso). (ICU Archives & Special Collections)
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NOTICE: ICU Festival 2020 is canceled.

(text: ICU Alumni Association)

The ICU Festival 2020 originally scheduled on October 17th and 18th is
canceled in consideration for the prevention of the spread of the COV-
ID-19. Consequently, all the alumni association related events at the
festival are also canceled. Please check our website for details.

https://www.icualumni.com/
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